
 

Doyle School                                                                                                                                                                         

Pre K Self-Contained- Ms. Carson 

This February was a lot of  fun in our Pre-K classroom! The students continued to work hard on their letters and 
numbers by using play-doh mats and working on their 1:1 correspondence! They are also working hard on their 
tracing and coloring skills. The students participated in Valentine’s Day activities including making a gift for their 
parents and sorting by color! We are excited to continue learning in March!  

Pre-K 4(Inclusion)- Mrs. Hahn 

Hooray for the 100th Day of School! On February 17th, the Pre-K celebrated the 100th Day of School.  The 
children came in dressed as though they were 100 years old.  We did many fun activities that involved counting 
to 100.   

This month we continued working on learning our numbers and letters. We also worked on several themes this 
month, Black History, Valentine’s Day, dental health and emotions.   

Pre-K 4- Mrs. Dammann(MLR)  

Mrs. Rightmyer’s class had some big changes, but our students have adjusted wonderfully. We are continuing to learn 
our letters, sounds, and numbers. We celebrated 100 days of  Pre-K dressed like we were 100 years old and, of  
course, included plenty of  counting activities. We sent video messages to Mrs. Rightmyer. We are missing her, but 
we are so excited to hear about her new baby boy. We welcomed Mrs. Dammann to our class, as well as our new 
friend, Anne. We celebrated Valentine’s Day with lots of  cards, activities, and kindness. We have been busy. Mrs. 
Dammann, Mrs. Buscema, and Mrs. Rightmyer are so proud of  each of  our precious Pre-K friends.  

Pre-K Self  Contained - Mrs. Stueben 

We had so much fun this month! We celebrated our 100th day of  school and we all dressed up like we were 100 years 
old.  We learned the letters P, U, and B.  The children made a “P for Pete the cat,” “U for umbrella,” and “B for 
bear” craft.  We sang songs and listened to stories for each letter.  We also learned the numbers 13, 14, and 15.  We 
have been using play-doh mats to reinforce letters and numbers.  The students engaged in Valentine’s Day activities.  
We played with different sensory bins and they made a gift for their parents.  Also, this month is dental health 
month.  We learned all about brushing our teeth and the dentist! We had fun engaging in different activities that are 
related to dental health! The students cannot wait to see what they will be learning in March! 

Pre-K Self  Contained- Ms. Varettoni 

February really flew by! We had so much fun celebrating our 100th Day of  School on February 17. Students and 
teachers dressed up as if  we were 100 years old, we counted 100 snacks, and made 100th day crowns as well as other 
activities themed around the number 100. We talked about how we are 100 days smarter now and shared some of  
the things we have learned so far this school year.  

For our letter of  the week study, we learned about P, U, and B.  
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In math, we learned about the numbers 13, 14, and 15. We had a great time learning new things in February and are 
looking forward to what March brings!    
                                 
Kindergarten (Inclusion)- Ms. Focarino/ Ms. Loonam 

This has been an exciting month in kindergarten! We kicked off  the month by doing a writing lesson about all the 
things we loved. These crafts/writings came out so good that we were able to put them on our bulletin board! We 
love having our work displayed for everyone to see! 

We have started on a new adventure with Jack and Annie in the Magic Tree House Series: Afternoon on the 
Amazon. With our adventures of  Jack and Annie, we learn so much about where they go. We have spent some time 
learning all about the Amazon River and the Amazon Rainforest! We have loved learning about all the different 
animals there are in the rainforest. We even learned how people can live in the rainforest!  We are looking forward to 
many new adventures! 

In math ,we have been reviewing how to add and subtract. We really are becoming addition and subtraction masters 
in the classroom. We have learned how to compose and decompose numbers to 10. We love using cubes to help us 
do this! 

Kindergarten- Ms. Goodlin 

We have been focusing on many topics in class.   

In reading and writing class we have been reading, writing, and acting out Magic Tree House stories for Afternoon 
on the Amazon. We have learned a lot of  background knowledge about the Amazon and the rainforest, including a 
virtual tour of  the Amazon in one of  our lessons and completed many activities on Seesaw about rainforest 
animals. We have also started reading groups online where we work together on reading a non-fiction and fiction 
story together and discuss what we have learned.  

In our math topics, we have been composing numbers 11-19 by adding 10 to the number and finding patterns on 
the hundredth chart. Also, for the 100th day of  school we did many fun activities like 100 physical fitness activities, 
drawing what we look like when we are 100 and counting to 100 in different ways.  

In science , we have focused on topics that are inspired from our literacy block (Magic Tree House) and have 
focused on camouflage, what are insects and how to identify poisonous plants on Mystery Science.  

In social studies, in celebration of Presidents Day, we read non-fiction stories about our founding fathers, George 
Washington and Abraham Lincoln.  

Kindergarten- Ms. Paskas 

I truly cannot believe February is already over! One of  my favorite months in kindergarten. We were able to 
celebrate and learn about a few different holidays including Black History Month, Groundhog’s Day, the 100th Day 
of  School, President’s Day, and Valentine’s Day!  

For the past few weeks, we have learned so much! In the classroom we finished up our short “I” word families and 
started our short “o” word families! The children are becoming wonderful readers and writers. We studied about 
Ninjas and the Amazon Rain Forest on different adventures with Jack and Annie. I am so excited to find out where 
they will travel next! We learned that Jack and Annie are looking for four magical items to help a friend. So far, we 
have found one, the moonstone! Students started writing two sentences at the end of  each chapter. Their 
comprehension is improving every day and I am so proud of  them.  

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
February, 2021 

2



Finally, in math class, we are finishing up with some addition and subtraction work. Students have learned all about 
the plus and minus signs and when to use them correctly. We are practicing different math skills such as counting, 
using number charts, counting by 5’s, and working with money! The students are doing great! 

I am so proud of  my kindergarten class and I am eager to begin March!! 

Kindergarten (Inclusion)- Ms. Sanzari/Mrs. Karabinos 

February was another exciting month in kindergarten! We practiced counting to 100 for the 100th day of  school. 
On the 100th day of  school, students completed posters and participated in different interactive activities.   

In the month of  February, the kindergarteners traveled to Japan with Jack and Annie. We are so proud of  how far 
they came since the beginning of  the year with their writing.  
The students have been applying all the skills that they have learned so far this year.  
  
We continued learning more word families. We finished all the short I word families and started the short O word 
families. The students are becoming more confident with writing words and sentences with these word families.  

In math, we finished our topic with subtraction, which is a challenge for kindergarten students, but they did great. 
We finished Topic 8 where we continued working on addition and subtraction. The students have been doing well 
with figuring out if  the problem was addition or subtraction .  

Kindergarten- Ms. Zuravner 

 

Wow! We have really kicked it in high gear here in kindergarten! We are working super hard and showing off  our 
awesome skills! The 100th Day of  School was one of  the best days we have had! Let’s keep up the amazing 
energy! Here is what we have been up to! 

Phonics:  

We have already gone through short a and short i word families.  Currently, short o is our vowel of  topic! The kids 
are becoming masters at sounding out words and creating new ones. We are challenging ourselves by writing longer 
messages. Keep practicing your sight words at home! 
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Reading & Writing:  

Jack and Annie have become our best friends! Comprehension skills are growing, and the students are becoming so 
creative when writing messages. We have officially started guided reading groups! Working in small groups will help 
us become better readers and writers. Remember, it is okay if  the word is not spelled correctly when they write, it is 
important that they write the sounds that they hear. 

Math:  

We have been tackling addition and subtraction facts. We learned that when we add, we use the “plus” sign and 
when we subtract, we use the “minus” sign. We have also been breaking apart whole numbers into two groups. 
Keep practicing your facts up to 10! 

Grade 1 Ms. Cortina 

February was a great month! We had a lot of  fun! My students love working on directed drawings together. We read 
various Valentine’s Day read alouds.  
  
In word study, we learned long vowels with magic e, and digraph -ck. Students enjoy learning new spelling patterns 
while practicing with their dry erase boards and markers.  
  
In reader’s workshop, we continue to work on fiction. Throughout the month, we compared fiction and non-fiction 
texts .We worked on finding details in a text and a pattern. Students continue to work on sequence of  events, and 
comparing and contrasting.  
  
In math, we learned how to write the numbers that are 1 more or 1 less and 10 more or 10 less than a two-digit 
number. We learned greater than, less than, and equal to. My students loved learning about Ally the Alligator. 
  
In writer's workshop, we have been working on friendly letter writing. Students learned the five parts to a friendly 
letter. They have written to their best friend, teacher, someone who inspires them, and the Once-ler from the book 
The Lorax.  

Grade 1- Mrs. Jupinka 
February has been a busy month!  For only 28 days, it was chocked full! 
Literacy Block:  
We continue working hard mastering our reading skills so we may continue moving up in our reading levels.  We 
celebrated our 100th day of  school which meant we read many books revolving around the 100th day. We are 
currently working on long vowel sounds and just completed open and closed syllables. Keep using Raz kids and 
completing those reading logs.   
Math:  
Of  course, our biggest activity this month was the celebration of  our 100th day of  school.  We are on the road 
towards learning two digit addition as well as subtraction.  After working extremely hard each week many students 
have accomplished more than 25 levels in math club! I am so proud! The kids are having a great time using Happy 
Numbers! Keep up the good work! 
Health:  
Our topic for this month has been dental health. We read many books about taking care of  our teeth. Coming up in 
March…healthy heart month!     
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Grade 1- Mrs. Neumuller 

First grade could not wait for snow and we certainly got our wish! February began with several feet of  snow and a 
well-deserved snow day! 

February has been an incredibly busy month in first grade!  We have discussed and celebrated Groundhog Day, 
Super Bowl Sunday, Valentine’s Day, Presidents’ Day, Lunar New Year, dental health and Black History Month. It 
seems every week, every day- there is something new to learn about! 

Love and kindness with respect to other cultures is a constant theme in our classroom. Treating others as we would 
like to be treated is our number one priority. We recalled learning about the great Martin Luther King, Jr in January, 
as we continued our exploration of  influential African American leaders and artists. Ruby Bridges was a first grade 
student, just like us. She bravely endured discrimination and led the way for others to freely attend school regardless 
of  the color of  their skin. We are all grateful to be living and learning together thanks to those persons brave 
enough to make progress towards equality for all.  

We were able to combine all the fun holiday events of  February and practice our reading and writing skills. We 
composed and sent Valentines to friends, compared and contrasted George Washington with Abraham Lincoln and 
recalled customs of  Asian New Year celebrations.  

Graphing skills were put to the test when we made predictions this month. Would the groundhog see his shadow? 
Who will win the Super Bowl? We took numerous surveys in class to tally our opinions of  things to come. We all 
agreed having charts and graphs can make our lives easier. 

Speaking of  charts:  our 100 Day chart is finally full! We got to share and celebrate the 100th Day of  School on 
Wednesday 2/17! Students counted virtual gumballs, wrote about spending $100 and made plans on what they 
would like to do before they turn 100 years old. Many of  their suggestions sound like a good plan for us all!  

March will be here soon. Here is hoping we will soon welcome some nice spring weather and hopefully, a bit of  
good luck!  

Grade 1 (Inclusion)- Mrs. Schwartz/Ms. Kenyon 

What a wonderful month February has been in first grade!  The students had the opportunity to celebrate the 100th 
day of  school by participating in many fun-filled learning activities based around the number 100.  They completed 
writing activities including “what I would do if  I had $100 to spend” and “what I would like to do before I turn 100 
years old.”  The class also read several books about the 100th day of  school and made crowns to wear on that day.  
We are all very excited for the new learning experiences that the last 80 days of  school will bring! 

The students are continuing to grow their literacy skills through word study and are enjoying reading new stories 
each week.  They have learned many new red words and word patterns to enhance their reading and writing.   

In math, we have been learning about place value.  Students have been using base ten blocks and other 
manipulatives to gain a better understanding of  the value of  numbers and how to count by tens, fives and ones.  We 
are now moving into using a hundredth chart to write numbers that are one more, one less, ten more and ten less 
than a given number. 

During the month of  February, we also celebrated African American history month by learning about the important 
contributions of  African Americans in the United States, including Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, Harriet 
Tubman and Jackie Robinson.  Students listened to classroom read -alouds based on these famous Americans and 
wrote informational paragraphs explaining what they learned about each of  them. 
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Self-Contained Grades 2-3- Mrs. Caicedo/Ms. Humphrey 

We have been working very hard! We have students who attend virtually every day and students who attend in 
person. Instruction is happening at the same time. 

In literacy, we have been working on reviewing red words, phonics, fluency and reading comprehension. In phonics 
we have been working on reviewing red words, reviewing short vowel sounds, reviewing new beginning and ending 
blends, long vowel sounds, and vowel teams. We will continue to work on our sounds using the Orton-Gillingham 
method, which uses a multisensory approach to learning. For reading comprehension, we have been working on 
sequencing, fantasy and realism, making predictions, fact and opinion, categorizing, problem/solution, and drawing 
conclusions. We will continue to work with the student on their reading fluency on their appropriate reading level 
throughout the year.  

Our students have completed seven math topics! The students learned how to tell time to the nearest hour, half-
hour and fifteen minutes. We also worked on the value of  coins and dollar bills. The children learned how to count 
coins and add different amounts of  money.  Every day we have been reviewing how to add and subtract two-digit 
numbers, and continuing to determine if  the number is even or odd.  

Grade 2- Mrs. Albanese 

February was an exciting month for second graders. We dove into our second novel study, Chocolate Fever. The 
kids loved the story and compared themselves to the main character. Everyone came up with their own “fevers” 
using their favorite foods that they could not live without! The students have been analyzing the story chapter by 
chapter by learning new vocabulary and answering comprehension questions.  

We also celebrated the 100th day of  school this month. Students completed various 100th day themed activities and 
read the story 100th Day Worries.  

In math this month, we finished learning how to regroup in subtraction and moved on to place value. Students are 
learning the hundreds place and how to compare three digit numbers and add and subtract them. We also learned 
time and money. The students loved using the HAIRY MONEY strategy to help add up coins.  

In health, the students completed a unit on healthy teeth. We learned all about the different teeth in our mouth, the 
importance of  brushing and going to the dentist. The students even created a model of  a mouth and labeled each 
part! 

Science was all about EROSION and how weathering breaks down rocks and creates sand and canyons. The 
students had a great time conducting their first experiment to show how erosion breaks down rocks in rivers to 
create sand at beaches! 

In social studies, we learned about the three branches of  government and dove into Black History Month. The 
students liked learning about the famous Jackie Robinson and how he was the first African American baseball player 
in Major League Baseball.  

Grade 2 Inclusion- Mrs. Engel/Mrs. Micowski 

The students were extremely excited to celebrate the 100th day of  school on February 17th. The students 
participated in various activities to celebrate the fact that they are 100 days smarter! The students listened to the 
read aloud story 100 Day Worries by Margery Cuyler. After the read aloud the students shared what they would 
have collected for their 100 piece collection. Students also put their math skills to use to reveal a hidden picture 
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within a 100 chart. The students have been working so hard and this day was a great way to celebrate all their 
accomplishments thus far.  
In reading, we completed our second novel study Chocolate Fever by Robert Kimmel Smith.  The students were 
excited to read this chapter book about a boy named Henry Green that one day breaks out with a mysterious rash.  
During our novel study, the students were able to review and apply comprehension skills that have been previously 
taught this school year.  For chapters 1-3 the students focused on making predictions.  Throughout chapters 4-6 the 
students focused on making various connections. For chapters 7-9 the students focused on identifying character 
traits. They made a character trait poster for Henry.  They used text evidence to support the character traits they 
used to describe Henry.  In chapters 10-12 the students focused on problem and solution.  The students identified 
what Henry’s problem was and how it was solved.  The students also learned a valuable lesson from Henry: You 
can’t always have what you want.   
In grammar , the students have been learning about adverbs and adjectives. Students have participated in whole 
group activities that allowed them to identify adverbs and adjectives in sentences.  
In math, we have completed Topics 7.  The students have been solving word problems that involve addition and 
subtraction. They have been solving one step and two step word problems. Students have also been working on 
how to make both sides of  an equation equal to each other.   

We are using multi-sensory techniques from the Orton-Gillingham program to learn how to spell and read words 
during word study. The students have practiced reading and spelling words with vowel endings (Three Musketeers: 
ank, ink, unk, & onk). The students have reviewed the suffix -ed and the different sounds it can make (/t/, /d/, /
ed/, /id/) at the end of  a root word. 

In science, the students continued our unit Works of  Water. In our last activity, we explored how rivers flow from 
high points of  the earth’s surface to low points and into the ocean. Oceans are usually next to sandy beaches, but 
how did all of  that sand get there? As the rivers flow toward the ocean, rocks collide into one another causing them 
to break into smaller pieces. By the time those rocks reach the end of  the river, they are tiny rocks or sand! Students 
investigated by 
modeling how rocks tumble through a river and break. Students constructed an explanation for why there is sand at 
the beach. Students began to explore that changes to the Earth’s surface can happen slowly through the process of  
erosion. They discovered that water is incredibly powerful - even powerful enough to move the earth’s surface! 
Heavy rains wash away dirt and rocks, creating canyons - this process is called erosion. Most canyons have rivers 
flowing from them, and as time passes the water continues to carry away dirt, rocks, and sand. Because of  this, 
canyons continue to grow deeper and wider over time. 

Grade 2- Ms. Rodriguez  

Math: 

Students told and wrote time to the nearest five minutes. They used reasoning to state if  an event was happening in 
the a.m. or p.m. They  found the value of  a group of  coins, and solved various problems with dollar bills, and coins 
that model 100 cents.  They completed the Topic 8 assessment and the benchmark for Topics 1-8. They used place-
value blocks and drawings to model and write 3-digit numbers. They also read and wrote 3-digit numbers in 
expanded form, standard form, and word form. Students also were engaged in various center activities for the 100th 
day of  school! They continue to take their weekly fluency tests.  
  
Reading: 

Students continued and completed the novel Chocolate Fever. Before reading aloud a chapter, students were 
introduced to multiple challenging vocabulary words. They used context clues to determine the meaning of  each 
word and wrote sentences. They made predictions about each chapter and were assessed with an open-book quick 
check after each chapter.  
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Writing: 

Students completed their reflexive nouns assessment and moved on to action verbs. They reviewed by describing 
ways they eat a donut, using action verbs. Now, they moved on to adverbs. Students completed various writing 
activities about the 100th day of  school (If  I had one hundred dollars). Students continue to practice their 
handwriting weekly.  
  
Social Studies: 

For President's Day, students watched a video about Abraham Lincoln and George Washington. They then 
completed a Venn Diagram to show their similarities and differences. For Black History Month, they learned about 
the life of  Jackie Robinson and his accomplishments.  
 
Science: Students investigated the effects of  rocks tumbling in a river. From the results of  their investigation, they 
constructed an explanation for why there is sand at a beach.  
  
Health: We discussed our teeth and why we take care of  them. Students learned the different layers of  a tooth, and 
labeled the mouth (premolars, molars, canines, etc.) 

Self-Contained Grade 3- Mrs. Gibney 

Math:  

We have moved onto division and the students are doing a great job!  We are still working on our multiplication 
facts but are now incorporating fact families and equations.  Students are also enjoying practicing their fluency on 
www.reflexmath.com! 
  
ELA: 

During the month of  February, we honored Black History Month with reading the biography Who Was Jackie 
Robinson.  We also read about the lives of  famous black Americans Rosa Parks, Ruby Bridges, Barack Obama, 
Thurgood Marshall, and more! 

We then began reading some realistic fiction:  we read two I Survived books!  The first one was I Survived the Shark 
Attack of  1919.  We had a great and informative time learning about real shark attacks in New Jersey.  We then read 
I Survived the Children’s Blizzard of  1888, which coincided with our science unit on weather.  Students enjoyed 
checking their comprehension of  this story using the online resource Pear Deck. 

Grade 3- Mrs. Campagna 

Another month in the books!  

In reading, we moved into our next novel study. Can you believe we have finished almost three full chapter books?? 
Along with a new novel…came our new comprehension and writing skill.  

Cursive and keyboarding skills continued to thrive this month. My students continue to amaze me as we continue to 
look forward to some semi normal days and activities. I highly recommend buying or renting your child an A to Z 
Mystery! They are loving the new book which follows the adventures of  three mystery solving 8 year olds named 
Dink, Josh, and Ruth Rose. Each character has their own traits and personality. This month my students became 
part of  one of  their adventures in the novel The New Year Dragon Dilemma. Along this reading adventure, my 
students learned about the importance of  Chinese New Year in cities and towns around the country and world. 
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Welcome to the Year of  the Ox! We had a great lesson about the animals that represent the Chinese Zodiac. Want 
to know what animal represents the year you were born??? Just Google it! Most of  my students were born in the 
year of  the Dragon. Our new skill and reading strategy this month was making an inference. Students learned that 
they need to use the reading details plus what they already know to make an inference. Students also made 
inferences about The New Dragon Dilemma and added story details that the book did not have to tell us. Students 
began working on fact finding and opinion seeking essays. Both types of  essays require using a topic sentence and 
give facts and/or opinions to answer the essay. We will continue writing essays well into the month of  March. Our 
open book assessment skills are at an all-time high as we move into March. As the third marking period continues, 
students will continue to perfect their skills in writing and reading. Cohort #1, Cohort #2, and my all virtual 
learners….keep up the amazing work!  

In science this month we learned about extreme weather. We investigated the cause of  thunder and lightning, hail, 
blizzards, and tornadoes. Along with learning about different types of  weather, students learned about storm safety 
and precautions. We also started learning about forces and motion. Is it a push or a pull? Which force caused the 
motion? Watching videos and choosing to do virtual experiments really made science come alive for many this 
month.  

We celebrated the 100th day on February 17th...I kept up my tradition and did 100 pogos on the pogo stick! We also 
had a 100 day scavenger hunt in both reading class looking for nouns and acting out verbs. It was a great day!  

In honor of  Black History Month, we highlighted some powerful and extraordinary African American men and 
women who have made a name for themselves in the world. We spent every Thursday this month learning about so 
many amazing people. Students loved learning about everyone from Jackie Robinson to Simon Biles. A great lesson 
was learned this month.  Be a leader and not a follower! 

Grade 3 - Mrs. Percontino(MLR) 
February might have been a short month, but it wasn’t short on LOVE!!!!  Love for books that is!  I am also 
LOVING my time with these bright, kind third graders. They continue to amaze me every day!  Can you believe we 
have finished almost three full chapter books?? Along with a new novel came our new comprehension and writing 
skill...inferencing and essay writing!!!  Also, this month we began our science units exploring the world of  extreme 
weather.  Their cursive writing and keyboarding skills are improving each and every week.  These kids are totally 
rocking third grade in spite of  the unusual year it has been. They look forward to brighter days ahead as we move 
toward spring.  
Reading:  
If  your child loves a good mystery we highly recommend buying or renting your child an A to Z Mystery! They are 
loving the new book which follows the adventures of  three mystery solving 8 year olds named Dink, Josh, and Ruth 
Rose. Each character has their own traits and personality. This month our students became part of  one of  their 
adventures in the novel The New Year Dragon Dilemma. Along this reading adventure, the students learned 
about the traditions that go along with Chinese New Year.  Did you know this year is the Year of  the Ox?  Well, 
they do!  We had a great lesson about the animals that represent the Chinese Zodiac. Most of  our students were 
born in the year of  the Dragon. Our new skill and reading strategy this month was making an inference. Students 
learned that they need to use the reading details plus what they already know to make an inference. Students also 
made inferences about The New Dragon Dilemma and added story details that the book didn’t have to tell us. 
Students began working on fact finding and opinion seeking essays. Both types of  essays require using a topic 
sentence and give facts and/or opinions to answer the essay. We will continue writing essays well into the month of  
March. Our open book assessment skills are at an all-time high as we move into March. As the third marking period 
continues, students will continue to perfect their skills in writing and reading. Cohort #1, cohort #2, and  all virtual 
learners….keep up the amazing work!  
Science:  
This month we learned about extreme weather. We investigated the cause of  thunder and lightning, hail, blizzards, 
and tornadoes. Along with learning about different types of  weather, students learned about storm safety and 
precautions. We also started learning about forces and motion. Is it a push or a pull? Which force caused the 
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motion? Watching videos and choosing to do virtual experiments really made science come alive for many this 
month.  

Grade 3- Mrs. Hynes 

Math:   

Our math class completed chapters on word problems this month.  Students have learned to use various strategies 
to determine the correct operations needed to solve real world problems using all four operations.  Students created 
their own real world word problems and enjoyed “teaching” their problem to the class.  Students were able to show 
their understanding while eliciting responses from their peers.  Students also enjoyed competing in several word 
problem kahoots to prove their math prowess.   
  
Science:    

Students completed units on weather and began a study of  force and motion this month.  Weather events such as 
tornadoes, hurricanes, and blizzards always spark lots of  conversation and mother nature certainly cooperated with 
our unit as we had several snow events coincide with our lessons.  Several students completed some at home 
investigations about weather and shared their findings with the class.  Toward the month’s end, we began a study on 
force and motion and the students took an interest in the effects of  gravity, guiding us to some research on the 
different planets in our solar system.  

Grade 3 - Ms. Moccia 
This month in math students continued working on adding and subtracting with three digit numbers in Topic 9.   
Next, the students reviewed multiplication in Topic 10.  In this topic they also learned how to multiply with larger 
numbers, such as multiples of  10.  The last topic students covered this month is Topic 11.  Topic 11 was a review of  
multiplication, division, addition, and subtraction two step word problems.   

This month we began our first science unit. which was all about severe weather.  The students learned about 
tornadoes, hurricanes, earthquakes, thunderstorms, blizzards, etc.   In our second science unit the students learned 
about force and motion. For both units, the students watched real life videos to further understand how these topics 
impact our everyday life.   

Speech Therapist- Ms. Allen 

We continue to work hard during speech class in our small group/ individual speech therapy sessions. Speech 
instruction for all students is working toward complete carryover of  accurate sound productions and/or 
improvement of  language goals. Therapy sessions are individualized to each child’s needs, and technology of  the 
iPad is being incorporated into therapy sessions as appropriate. 

Speech- Ms. Amadeo 

We started off  the month with a craft, in which I incorporated each child’s goal in this activity. Later, we played 
games and did activities that were based on Valentine’s Day. If  a child has language goals, I had them work on 
synonyms/categories/past tense verbs before taking a turn in the game/activity. If  a child has articulation goals, I 
had the children work on their sounds before taking their turns in the game/activity. For children in Pre-K or 
Kindergarten, I targeted goals such as labeling, following directions, taking turns and requesting items. These were 
great activities that I could incorporate everyone’s goals so every child could participate.  
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Occupational Therapy- Mrs. Gaviria(MLR) 

During the month of  February, students worked toward their occupational therapy goals, focusing on strengthening 
visual motor skills, fine motor skills, dexterity, as well as improving bimanual skills. Due to instruction being both in-
person and virtual, the main activity for Pre-K through kindergarten was “find the surprise”, which required 
students to tear aluminum foil into small pieces and wrap approximately five pieces of  dry pasta or small beads 
individually. Students were then required to push and hide the objects into the play-doh until they were no longer 
visible, then use their fingertips to retrieve and unwrap each item one at a time.  

For grades 1 - 3, students were required to roll play-doh into balls using their index finger and thumb and shift the 
playdoh onto and up a piece of  dry spaghetti using only one hand. “Challengers” and “simplifiers” were provided 
for corresponding grade and skill level as needed. Each of  these activities addressed fine motor precision, in-hand 
manipulation, hand-eye coordination, bimanual skills and visual/perceptual skills. Handwriting goals were addressed 
using “winter fun” activities that provided visual boundaries to address sizing, formation and spacing. 

Physical Education- Mr. Aranda 

February is a busy month full of  celebrations and observances, such as the following: Groundhog Day, President’s 
Day, Valentine’s Day, African-American/Black History month, American Heart month, Super Bowl, and even the 
100th Day of  School is celebrated during this month.  

Throughout the entire month the Doyle students were moving along to a mashup mix of  activity videos themed 
after all things that make February fabulous. These activity videos targeted a wide range of  health-related & skill-
related fitness components and were all heart-pumping fun!  

Library/Media- Mrs. Diaz 

The Catherine E. Doyle Elementary School library program consists of  weekly scheduled (virtual) classes for 
students in grades K - 3.  

Grades K-3 library and digital literacy skills were reinforced, along with digital media studies. Also at each level, 
research assignments are completed with an emphasis on curriculum connections in science, social studies, math 
and the arts. These connections are made throughout the year by Ms. Diaz working collaboratively with the 
classroom and subject area teachers. 

February 2021 started out with students learning about Black History Month. All grades began by reading and 
listening to famous African Americans, past and present, as they told their stories.  

Grade 3 focused on Maya Angelou.  Grade 2 explored Barak Obama. Grade 1 looked at Michelle Obama and 
Kindergarten learned about Maya Angelou from the Little People Series.  

Art- Mrs. Jeffery 

To celebrate Valentine's Day, Pre-K artists listened to a video clip from Daniel Tiger’s Neighborhood that discussed 
how we can show love. Students then showed their love by drawing pictures of  the things they love! They drew their 
families, animals, food, toys, and pretended to be chefs in a restaurant and sculpted a variety of  foods. They 
explored their fine motor skills with play-doh by learning how to roll meatballs, how to form and shape spaghetti, 
how to sculpt and flatten a hotdog and hotdog bun, and how to create a chocolate chip cookie! They also created a 
variety of  foods from their own imaginations with their play-doh and verbally shared their favorite foods with the 
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class. Pre-K students also learned how to draw a variety of  weather patterns. Students drew a visual alphabet. They 
listened to the story alphabet train, then drew pictures of  things that matched the letters.  
  
Kindergarten artists created heart-work for Valentine’s Day! They discussed the holiday and learned why it is 
important to send valentines to our loved ones. They drew and decorated valentines by learning how to draw a 
puppy holding a heart. Students gave names to their puppies and expressed who they are giving their artwork to. 
Kindergarten artists also learned how to create the illusion of  texture in their artwork by drawing fuzzy bears in 
sweaters. They followed a guided drawing to draw their bears then added their own unique details. Students learned 
about the jobs of  illustrators and pretended to be one for the day! They listened to the story Where the Wild Things 
Are by Maurice Sendack and observed the pictures for inspiration. Kindergarten artists then created and designed 
their own Wild Things from the story. They came up with names for their Wild Things, drew a setting for where 
their Wild Thing lived, and shared the personality traits of  their Wild Things. Lastly, students listened to the story 
Go Big or Go Gnome by Kirsten Mayer. They followed guided drawing directions to draw and design a garden 
gnome inspired by the story. Artists discussed what pictures they could draw in the background to convey the 
gnomes lived in gardens. Students drew bees, butterflies, grass, flowers, trees, bushes and mushrooms.  
  
First grade artists also created heart-work for Valentine’s Day! They discussed the holiday and learned why it is 
important to send valentines to our loved ones. They drew and decorated valentines by learning how to draw a 
puppy holding a heart. Students gave names to their puppies and expressed who they are giving their artwork to. 
Students learned about the jobs of  illustrators and pretended to be one for the day! They listened to the story 
Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendack and observed the pictures for inspiration. Artists then created and 
designed their own Wild Things from the story. They came up with names for their Wild Things, drew a setting for 
where their Wild Thing lived, and shared the personality traits of  their Wild Things. Lastly, students observed the 
artwork of  Wayne Thiebaud. They viewed his compositions of  dessert drawings. After discussing that composition 
is the way that subject matter is arranged on paper, students created a composition of  donuts that filled their paper. 
They drew details and decorations such as sprinkles, icing, jelly, cream, and a variety of  candies to make their donuts 
unique.  
  
Second grade artists learned how to draw a variety of  pictures to create valentines. By following a guided drawing 
process, students learned how to draw a rose, a lace heart, a puppy, and diamonds. Students then decorated and 
designed their valentines for their loved ones. Artists also explored the culture of  Peru and learned how to draw a 
llama from Machu Picchu. They discussed what and where Machu Picchu is and why llamas are important there. 
Students discovered llamas are part of  ceremonies of  good health and good luck. To mirror this idea, students 
learned how to draw a llama landscape following guided drawing directions. Second grade artists also explored 
drawing gemstones. They looked at photographs of  a variety of  gemstones and used geometric shapes to draw 
them. They added lines in different angles to create the illusion of  them being 3-Dimensional. Lastly, students 
observed the artwork of  Wayne Thiebaud. They viewed his linear compositions of  dessert drawings. After 
discussing that composition is the way that subject matter is arranged on paper, students created a linear 
composition using cupcakes as their subject matter. 

Third grade artists learned how to draw a variety of  pictures to create valentines. By following a guided drawing 
process, students learned how to draw a rose, a lace heart, a puppy, and diamonds. Students then decorated and 
designed their valentines for their loved ones. Artists also explored the culture of  Peru and learned how to draw a 
llama from Machu Picchu. They discussed what and where Machu Picchu is and why llamas are important there. 
Students discovered llamas are part of  ceremonies of  good health and good luck. To mirror this idea, students 
learned how to draw a llama landscape following guided drawing directions. Lastly, students observed the artwork 
of  Wayne Thiebaud. They viewed his paintings of  desserts and noted his use of  highlights, shadows, and form. 
Students then drew banana split sundaes and added their own decorations and designs. Some students even drew 
and designed a bakery background!  
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Music- Mr. LaBelle 

Second and third graders reviewed rhythms and recorder songs. In addition, they worked on “line” and “space” 
notes, allowing them to identify notes on the music staff  and read new music for their instruments.  

First grade, kindergarten and pre-k worked on echoing rhythms, folk songs, eurythmics, identifying fast and slow, 
high and low, and loud and soft, finding and clapping the beat, moving to the beat and identifying form respective 
to their age levels.  

Intermediate School                                                                                                                                              

Grade 4 – Barrows 

English Language Arts 
 We are well into our nonfiction unit for Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop. This month, students have 
been learning how to write informative/expository texts. Using the writing process, students continued writing 
about a topic of their choice. Upon finishing their drafts, students revised their work. They focused on adding 
transition words and voice to their writing. Then, they edited each other’s work and checked for capitalization, 
punctuation, spelling, and fluency. After editing, students added photographs, illustrations, fact boxes, 
glossaries, and other text features to their writing. Once students were finished, we celebrated with a class 
publishing party using Zoom breakout rooms! Throughout February, students also began learning about text 
structure and how authors can use text structure to organize their writing. Students observed various nonfiction 
texts and learned how to determine the text structure using clue words and the author’s purpose. In March, 
students will continue learning about text structure and will use their knowledge of sequence/chronological 
order to write their own “how-to” procedural texts. 

Social Studies 
Students continued learning about the American Revolution. Previously, students learned about the Declaration 
of Independence and the reasons stated for fighting Great Britain in the American Revolution. In February, 
students learned about the role New Jersey played in the Revolutionary War, specifically important battles that 
occurred in New Jersey and the conclusion of the war. Students also began learning about the United State’s 
first plan of government and the creation of the Constitution. In March, students will learn about the Bill of 
Rights and why we call the Constitution “a living document”. 

    Grade 4 – Ciliotta 

4th Grade Mathematics 
In the month of February, our class wrapped up long division and started the topic of Fractions.  

Students learned the definition of a  fraction as well as the parts of a fraction. Our first lesson focused on 
learning different strategies to identify and find equivalent fractions.  Students used area models, as well as 
multiplication and division in order to accomplish this skill.   As we progress through this topic, students will 
learn different representations for fractions including improper fractions and mixed numbers.  Students will be 
learning how to add and subtract fractions with common and uncommon denominators as well. Throughout the 
unit, students will use manipulatives and modeling in order to concretely understand the concepts being taught. 
We have also utilized break out rooms as a means to have students work collaboratively.  IXL lessons will be 
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used to reinforce their learning. Students are doing a great job completing their skills and I look forward to their 
continued growth. 

4th Grade Language Arts 
During the month of February, our class began working on text structures to increase reading 

comprehension.  Through reading centers, activities, and reading passages, students practiced identifying the 
text structures.  They have worked on Description, Sequence, and Problem & Solution.  Our class completed a 
sequencing activity for Black History Month.  Students researched the lives of influential African Americans 
and used the events to create timelines. 

4th Social Studies  
During the month of February, students finished  Chapter 2: Early Peoples and discussed how the varied 

geography of NewJersey affects how people live and work.  We have been focusing on Lenape and their 
relationship with the European colonists. 

4th Science  
During the month of February, we have continued to  focus to discuss Nonrenewable and Renewable 

energy sources. Students have completed virtual activities, watched Edpuzzles and have read about fossil fuels. 
As a culminating project, students started creating brochures to showcase what they have learned about energy. 
Our class has been using our online textbook and Science AZ to research this topic.  

Grade 4 – Johnson 

Math - The children have been very busy finishing up a unit on word problems that involve using all operations 
to complete.  We practiced completing multi-step problems by constructing equations using variables. 
We have started to prepare for the beginning of our unit on fractions.  The students have worked with prime and 
composite numbers, factors and multiples.  As we continue, the children will be determining equivalent 
fractions as well as comparing and ordering fractions. As we move on with fractions we will be adding, 
subtracting, and multiplying fractions with like denominators. 
    
Science-  In science, we completed learning about different types of energy and how energy can be transferred.  
The children have learned about heat, light and sound energy, as well as forces and motion.   We have moved on 
to an Earth Science unit that began with learning about the earth’s features.  We started this topic by learning 
about maps and landforms found on the earth.  Next we will learn how weathering and erosion can affect these 
landforms.   

Grade 4 – Lanfranchi 

4th Grade Mathematics 
During the month of February, our class started discussing fractions.  Students identified different types of 
fractions and used multiplication and division to find equivalent fractions. Our class continues to practice basic 
facts through various activities and learning centers. Students also continue to practice their foundational math 
skills by completing lessons on Imagine Math and IXL. Our class continues to practice basic facts through 
various activities and learning centers. Students also continue to practice their foundational math skills by 
completing lessons on IXL.  
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4th Grade Language Arts 
During the month of February, our class began working on text structures to increase reading 

comprehension.  Through reading centers, activities, and reading passages, students practiced identifying the 
text structures.  They have worked on Description, Sequence, and Problem & Solution.  Our class completed a 
sequencing activity for Black History Month.  Students researched the lives of influential African Americans 
and used the events to create timelines. 

4th Social Studies  
During the month of February, students finished  Chapter 2: Early Peoples and discussed how the varied 

geography of NewJersey affects how people live and work.  We have been focusing on Lenape and their 
relationship with the European colonists. 

4th Science  
During the month of February, we have continued to  focus to discuss Nonrenewable and Renewable energy 
sources. Students have completed virtual activities, watched Edpuzzles and have read about fossil fuels. As a 
culminating project, students started creating brochures to showcase what they have learned about energy. Our 
class has been using our online textbook and Science AZ to research this topic. 

  Grade 4 – Lotwich 

English Language Arts 
 We are well into our nonfiction unit for Reader’s and Writer’s Workshop. This month, students have 
been learning how to write informative/expository texts. Using the writing process, students continued writing 
about a topic of their choice. Upon finishing their drafts, students revised their work. They focused on adding 
transition words and voice to their writing. Then, they edited each other’s work and checked for capitalization, 
punctuation, spelling, and fluency. After editing, students added photographs, illustrations, fact boxes, 
glossaries, and other text features to their writing. Once students were finished, we celebrated with a class 
publishing party using Zoom breakout rooms! Throughout February, students also began learning about text 
structure and how authors can use text structure to organize their writing. Students observed various nonfiction 
texts and learned how to determine the text structure using clue words and the author’s purpose. In March, 
students will continue learning about text structure and will use their knowledge of sequence/chronological 
order to write their own “how-to” procedural texts. 

Social Studies 
Students continued learning about the American Revolution. Previously, students learned about the 

Declaration of Independence and the reasons stated for fighting Great Britain in the American Revolution. In 
February, students learned about the role New Jersey played in the Revolutionary War, specifically important 
battles that occurred in New Jersey and the conclusion of the war. Students also began learning about the United 
State’s first plan of government and the creation of the Constitution. In March, students will learn about the Bill 
of Rights and why we call the Constitution “a living document”. 
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Grade 4 – Romoff 

The fourth grade students have been working very hard on furthering their math skills. We have continued to 
work on division skills in February by practicing more word problems and by learning Divisibility Rules. These 
rules have given students the strategies to find all the factors of a given number. The children have really 
become experts on creating the factor rainbows. As an extension of the Divisibility Rules, the students are able 
to identify the first 25 prime numbers using various strategies. The children are looking forward to putting this 
skills to practice with fractions in March. 

The focus in science shifted to Earth’s Features. The children learned all about seven different types of maps 
and how and when they would be used. Students were able to identify some features, such as mountains and 
plains, on a physical map and were able to find mountains using contour lines on a topographic map. Various 
tools, including compass rose, legends and map scales, were used to help students read the maps. These 
important skills will be used throughout the children’s lives. 

Grade 5 – Diaz 

In LAL, Students recently concluded their unit on text structures. Students worked on identifying main idea, 
compare and contrast, problem and solution, sequence, and cause and effect. The class has started the second 
novel of the year; Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson. The novel tells the story of bullied kids Jesse 
Aarons and Leslie Burke, 12-year-old neighbors who create a fantasy world called Terabithia and spend their 
free time together in a magical land they created called Terabithia. Students have worked on a variety of skills 
using the novel including identifying examples of figurative language in the novel, comparing and contrasting 
settings and characters and identifying the point of view in which the story has been written.  

In Social Studies, Students are just about finishing up chapter 4 in their social studies textbook which discusses 
life in the American colonies. Students read about the start of slavery, the Middle Passage and the events leading 
up to the French and Indian War. Students watched various videos on BrainPop on each topic to engage students 
and introduce the topics. Students will conclude the chapter on the colonies by creating a colonial slideshow. 
Students will be responsible for a particular colonial region and will need to research life in the region, the 
geography of the region, founders, etc.  
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Grade 5 – Hamerling 

Math  
  
 This month, students have continued working with decimals.  We reviewed multiplying fractions by a 
whole number and fractions by fractions, and then introduced multiplying two mixed numbers.  Next, students 
learned how to divide a whole number by a unit fraction using the Keep, Change, Flip method.  As a 
culminating activity, students completed a project called Baking with Fractions to learn how the math skills they 
have been learning can then be connected to the real world.  Students were given a choice of three recipes and 
they were asked to divide the recipe in half and triple the recipe.  Finally, there were eight word problems to 
complete and students needed to identify whether the problem asked them to multiply or divide based on the 
key words being used. 
 Students continue to use Xtramath to review basic multiplication and division facts, as well as STMath. 

Science  

 Students have begun a unit on Earth’s Systems.  The first two topics that we discussed were the 
geosphere and the atmosphere.  Information was presented using slides and videos.  During class, students took 
notes based on the slides being presented and they also reviewed information with wrap up questions and 
Kahoot games. 

Grade 5 – Muscle 

ELA: Students recently concluded their unit on text structures. Students worked on identifying main ideas, 
compare/contrast, problem and solution, sequence, and cause and effect. Students culminated this unit by 
writing a friendly letter in which they compared and contrasted life in one colonial region to that of another.  

The class has started the second novel of the year; Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson. The novel 
tells the story of bullied kids Jesse Aarons and Leslie Burke, 12-year-old neighbors who create a fantasy world 
and spend their free time together in this magical land they created called Terabithia. Students have worked on a 
variety of skills using the novel including identifying examples of figurative language in the novel, comparing 
and contrasting settings and characters, and identifying the point of view in which the story has been written.  

SS: Students are just about finishing up chapter 4 in their social studies textbook which discusses life in the 
American colonies. Students read about the start of slavery, the Middle Passage and the events leading up to the 
French and Indian War. Students watched various videos on BrainPop on each topic to engage students and 
introduce the topics. Students will conclude the chapter on the colonies by creating  a colonial slideshow. 
Students will be responsible for a particular colonial region and will need to research life in the region, the 
geography of the region, founders, etc.   
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Grade 5 – Oppido 

 Math:  
This month has seemed to fly by very quickly!  We finished up Topic 8:  Applying Understanding of 
Multiplication to Multiply Fraction, and have moved onto Topic 9: Apply Understanding of Division to Divide 
Fractions. I have to admit this has by far been the best topic.  As a whole, they have done phenomenal. They 
really have gotten the concept of “keep, change, flip” and are tired of hearing me say it!  But it has worked, they 
all can divide fractions and whole numbers without a hitch. After the Topic 9 Test, we will be moving onto 
Topic 10: Represent and Interpret Data.  The students will learn how to convert customary units as well as 
metric units.  I have a few tricks up my sleeve to help them with this topic, so stay tuned to see how well they 
do moving forward!   

Science Classes: 
We have moved deep into the unit of Earth’s Systems. The first system we have focused on was the Geosphere 
where the class was shown the different layers of the Earth. The students had an opportunity to watch a few 
videos on the Geosphere to get a better understanding of the layers that make up our Earth too. Quickly after the 
Geosphere portion of the Earth, we have moved onto learning about the Atmosphere.  The students learned that 
the Atmosphere is make up of 78% nitrogen and 21% oxygen.  They also learned about the ozone layer and how 
to prevent it from lessening more than it already is.  After they take as quick quiz on this section, the group will 
be moving onto the Hydrosphere where they will learn all about the water that is found both on the surface and 
underground!   

Grade 5 – Palmieri 

ELA: Students recently concluded their unit on text structures. Students worked on identifying main idea, 
compare and contrast, problem and solution, sequence, and cause and effect. The class has started the second 
novel of the year; Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson. The novel tells the story of bullied kids Jesse 
Aarons and Leslie Burke, 12-year-old neighbors who create a fantasy world called Terabithia and spend their 
free time together in a magical land they created called Terabithia. Students have worked on a variety of skills 
using the novel including identifying examples of figurative language in the novel, comparing and contrasting 
settings and characters and identifying the point of view in which the story has been written.  

SS: Students are just about finishing up chapter 4 in their social studies textbook which discusses life in the 
American colonies. Students read about the start of slavery, the Middle Passage and the events leading up to the 
French and Indian War. As a class, we watched various videos on BrainPop on each topic to engage students 
and introduce the topics. Students will conclude the chapter on the colonies by creating  a colonial slideshow. 
Students will be responsible for a particular colonial region and will need to research life in the region, the 
geography of the region, founders, etc.  

Math: This month the students have been working on Fractions.  The class started the month by understanding 
fractions by identifying, naming, parts of, etc. We reviewed how to add and subtract fractions with like and 
unlike denominators.  The class was exposed to adding and subtracting mixed numbers.  The class then used 
their previous knowledge/lessons on multiplying and dividing from multiplying and dividing fractions.  This 
included fractions, whole numbers, and mixed numbers. The students also practiced their math skills in centers 
and by using www.ixl.com, splashlearn and st-math.  
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Science: Students have been studying the various spheres, including the atmosphere, biosphere, hydrosphere 
and geosphere. Through support videos, leveled readers on EPIC online, and hands-on activities at home and in 
school, students have learned how each sphere interacts with one another and relies on each other to support 
life. As a culminating activity, students are researching a natural disaster of their choice and teaching the class 
about it.  

Grade 6 – Borrelli 
        
English- We have finished our second novel of the year, Bud, Not Buddy. The students will be creating a 
Google Slides “suitcase” with a writing piece that will tell what is important in their lives.  This emulates the 
main character Bud, who carries around his prized possessions in a suitcase while he looks for a place to call 
home permanently. We had such interesting discussions about this time period in American history and we 
learned so much. 

Social Studies – We are busy making our way through all of our interesting Ancient Civilization topics.  We 
have completed wonderful Google Slides presentation on Ancient India.  The students created slides on various 
topics covered in Chapter 4 such as Buddhism and Mohenjo Daro.  We have now moved on to Chapter 5 
Ancient China where we are reading and learning how to outline and take notes as well.  We will soon be 
heading to Ancient Greece and Ancient Rome! The year is flying by!  
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Grade 6 – Carroll 

Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade Math 
This month the class has been learning about ratios and rates, unit rates, and unit price.  Students learned 

the three ways to write a ratio.  They learned how to find part to part and part to whole ratios.  Students built a 
lego tower and found part to part and part to whole ratios for it.  We used the learning of ratios to learn about 
finding a rate.  Students then learned what a unit rate is and how to find a unit rate.  We applied to real world 
examples:  miles per gallon, words per minute, laps per minute, goals per game, etc.  Students then applied this 
knowledge to finding unit prices.  Students compared unit prices and found the best buy.  Students completed a 
project using a Shop Rite circular to locate items and find the rate and then the unit price. 

    

The class moved on to a percent unit.  Students were shown how to convert a fraction to a percent.  
Students used models and visuals to show percent.  These included hundreds grid, tens grid, shaded shapes, 
number line, etc.  They were taught to find a percent, fraction, and decimal or a number.  The class completed a 
mosaic tile art project to show their understanding of percent, fraction, and decimal out of 100.  The class got in 
the spirit of Valentines day and used candy hearts for percent conversions.  Students reviewed these skills on 
IXL.   

The class dedicated a day to Black History Month.  Students completed a mystery picture multiplication 
activity.   The three levels of the activity included 1digit x 1 digit 1 digit x 2 digit, and 1 digit  3 digit 
multiplication facts.  The correct answers revealed Muhammed Ali, Harriet Tubman, and Condoleeza Rice. 
Students watched Brainpop and Youtube videos on each important person. 

Finally, students continued the use of Xtra Math and ST Math.  A few students passed Subtraction on 
Xtra Math this month! 

 Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade ELA 
 The class continued their second novel of the year:  Bud, Not Buddy by Christopher Paul Curtis.   The 
class is having guided reading conversations on social issues pertaining to the times of the novel such as race 
and poverty.  Students continued to build their vocabulary, especially of time period terminology.  While 
reading the novel, students focused on character traits and the setting, both where and when the story takes 
place.  The class continued to focus their studies on elements of plot while reading the novel. The class had a 
mini lesson on cause and effect and how it affects the main character Bud.  Students kept organized notes on 
summarizing main events in each chapter and about important characters in the novel.  Students used this 
knowledge of character to analyze character response to other characters or situations they are in. 
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 The class worked on in depth vocabulary study learning about connotation and denotation using the 
novel terminology. 

Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade Science 
This month the class focused on Topic 6 Distribution of Natural Resources.  Students focused on key 
terminology while reading.  The unit began discussing Nonrenewable energy resources such as fossil fuels, 
coal, oil, natural gas, and nuclear energy.  Then the class read about renewable resources such as solar energy, 
hydroelectric resources, wind energy, geothermal energy, and bioenergy resources.  Students watched a video on 
renewable resources and a Brainpop video on Natural Resources.  Students then read about mineral resources.  
We discussed how minerals form, distribution of minerals, and how humans use minerals.  Students watched a 
Pearson video on mineral resources.  Finally the class discussed water resources.  We talked about water on 
earth and the human impacts of the water supply.  Students watched a Brainpop on water supply.  Students 
ended the month applying their knowledge of energy from nonrenewable resources and read two articles from 
National Geographic Kids on Greta Thunberg, climate activist and on climate change. 

Mrs. Carroll’s 6th Grade Social Studies 

This month students finished the unit on Ancient India.  Students applied prior knowledge of Ancient India to a 
mini research project.  Students were able to choose 1 section of the text:  geography, Hinduism, Buddhism, or 
the Maurya Empire.  Students created a Google Slide presentation on their research including 10 facts, 3 images 
and captions, and a 5 sentence summary of their section.   
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Grade 6 – Koernig 
        
6th Grade Language Arts   

The class continues to read Bud, Not Buddy, by Christopher Paul Curtis.  In the novel, the protagonist 
Bud visits a mission, or soup kitchen to get breakfast.  Students learned about Soup Kitchens during the Great 
Depression to build background knowledge of the time period. Students continue to build their vocabulary, 
focus on character traits, and study the setting of both where and when the novel takes place.  The class 
continues to add important information to their Pop Quiz Question Slides.  
 Students studied symbolism within the novel.  The protagonist Bud Caldwell, carries a suitcase with him 
that contains objects that relate to his life. We are looking forward to starting a symbolism project! Students will 
bring in pictures and write paragraphs describing their personal symbols.  The pictures and paragraphs will be 
added to a suitcases that the students will created and decorated themselves on Google Slides.   

6th Grade Social Studies  
 This month the class finished reading Chapter 4:  Ancient India.  They worked and completed a 
nonfiction research project on Ancient India.  Students incorporated nonfiction text features such as headings, 
photographs, maps, and charts to their slide presentation.  The class then moved on to Chapter 5 Ancient China 
defining key words. 

Grade 6 – Molta 

Math – The month of February has been filled with life lessons pertaining to math. We spent a great deal of 
time learning about ratios, unit rates, and unit price. We also took this opportunity to learn about Historical 
Black Figures in honor of Black History Month. The students solved math problems that signified the lives of 
Malcom X, Condoleezza Rice, Muhammad Ali, Phillis Wheatley, and Maya Angelou. 

Science – Science has been extremely interesting this month! In science we learned all about natural resources. 
The students were eager to learn more about alternative energy sources. We also spent a great deal of time 
talking about conserving water. The students created a PSA presentation to encourage people to conserve water. 

Grade 6 – Negro 
     
      February was a great month in sixth grade.  In science, students studied natural resources.  We distinguished 
between renewable and nonrenewable resources and discussed how the distribution of natural resources impacts 
people around the world.  Students learned about mineral resources and water resources.   
      
In math, students learned about ratios and rates.  They enjoyed real life application of these skills when we 
discussed unit price and shopping for the best buy. After mastering the concepts of ratios and rates, students 
learned how to create and solve proportions.  They then applied their new knowledge of proportions to solve 
problems involving scale, unit conversions and percent.    
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ESL – Manicone 

 This month in 4th grade, we continued to modify and collect data for a student who is struggling to read 
on a Kindergarten/1st grade level.  When we have time we complete assignments for the students ELA class.  
The beginning of this month, the student completed his informational writing on dogs.  His vocabulary and 
word choice were strong.  As February moved along we continued to collect data and work on various types of 
text structure.  Students in 5th and 6th grade are currently reading novels.  In class we review key terms and 
vocabulary from chapters in the book, we practice retelling the events that happened in each chapter and 
updating what we know about each character.  When time allows, we complete questions based on the readings 
to gauge how well students comprehend each chapter.   

Art – C. Sterba 

 Grade 4 Art- Students started working on artwork based off of the style of Andy Warhol. In the style of his 
celebrity Pop-Art portraits, the students  created self portraits, then using different color schemes to fill them in 
they discovered how their image was affected. 

Grade 5 Art – Students started working on creating their own legal graffiti. They completed conceptual designs 
for their own message filled images after studying how other artists legally get their ideas across in public 
places. Then they learned how to work with scratch paper as the medium for their ideas. 

Grade 6 Art- We began the month with the creation of Suminagashi prints, creating some interesting marbled 
paper designs that we later used as part of our book-making project. The prints were used to create the front and 
back covers of our handmade books.  

  
Music – Sterba, J. 

Each month in all music classes and grades we focus on a patriotic song. Our patriotic song in February was the 
National March of the United States of America,  “Stars and Stripes Forever” by John Philip Sousa. To celebrate 
Valentine’s day in music classes students listened to a variety of first dance wedding songs of different musical 
genres. From contemporary pop we listened to Harry Styles “Adore You.” From R&B soul we listened to “At 
Last” by Etta James.  From contemporary country/western we listened to “I Don’t Dance” by Lee Brice. From 
80’s power ballad we listened to “More Than Words” by Extreme. 

Music Classes  

Standards Music composition is governed by prescribed rules and forms that apply to both improvised and 
scored music. 1.3.5.B.3 Improvise and score simple melodies over given harmonic structures using traditional 
instruments and/or computer programs. Decoding musical scores requires understanding of notation systems, 
the elements of music, and basic compositional concepts. 1.3.5.B.4 Decode how the elements of music are used 
to achieve unity and variety, tension and release, and balance in musical compositions. 
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Students in music classes have been focusing on how to count chant simple, compound and complex rhythm 
systems. In the next few weeks students will be composing rhythms in these different systems via this google 
slide presentation:  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1Emh6hXXcbV9HiYcElKjFYR14BKMtKSYUctfnsf8TRLU/edit?
usp=sharing 

Simple Time Signatures 
Time signatures where the beat can be divided into two equal parts are known as simple time signatures. Simple 
time signatures are the most common kind of  time signature and they pop up regularly in popular music due to the 
clear, easy to determine beats. The most common simple time signatures you will see are 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4, 
although any time signature with a 2, 3, or 4 as the top number is classified as simple. 

Compound Time Signatures 
Compound time signatures differ from simple time signatures in that the beat is divided into three equal parts, 
rather than two. The top number of  compound time signatures is commonly 6, 9, or 12 (multiples of  3), and the 
most common time signatures you will see are 6/8, 9/8, and 12/8. The numbers in these time signatures function 
nearly the same as simple time signatures 
Complex Time Signatures 
An odd meter is a meter that contains both simple and compound beats. These meters aren’t nearly as common, but 
they’re important to be able to recognize in a piece of  sheet music. We call time signatures that contain odd meters 
complex time signatures. 
An example of  a complex time signature is 5/4. Since finding the “beat” in complex time signatures can be tough, 
we will approach it the same way we approach compound time signatures. 

INSTRUMENTAL LESSONS 
We currently have 10 students taking virtual music lessons.  The majority of  students taking lessons are percussion/
drum students, with the exception of  1 trombone player, 1 flute player and 1 clarinet player.  Students are all doing 
extremely well and attending lessons regularly.  I am extremely proud of  their progress. 

Physical Education – Rella 

In Physical Education classes, our students started learning about the Health Components of Fitness and ways to 
measure them.   At WRIS, we use the FITNESSGRAM testing protocols, which evaluates 5 different parts of 
health-related fitness. They include  aerobic capacity, muscular strength, muscular endurance, flexibility, and 
body composition. These health-related components are measured through tests such as; PACER, 90° Push-Ups, 
Curl-Ups, & Back- Saver Sit & Reach and BMI. Ultimately, the goal for all is to produce results that will land 
them in the “Healthy Fitness Zone” in as many, if not all of the FITNESSGRAM tests. 

So far our  students completed the Curl-ups and the 90° Push-ups, which measure Muscular Strength and 
Endurance of the upper body and core.  Next month, we will move on to the Sit & Reach and the Pacer Test to 
measure their flexibility and Aerobic Capacity.  This year we will be practicing  and focusing mainly on the 
correct form and testing procedures.  
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Art Club – Carroll / Muscle 

February 10, 2021 
This week the young artists celebrated Heart Awareness.  They learned about how to keep a healthy heart and 
when “Wear Red” occurs to celebrate heart awareness.  Then the young artists learned about Pop artist Jim 
Dine.  He created many paintings of the heart.  The students used his style of art to create their own version of 
Dine’s 1985 “Confetti Heart.”  Students were encouraged to use a variety of art media (ripped paper, paint, 
marker, crayon). 

February 24, 2021 
The Art Club is celebrating Black History Month.  Young artists had an art history lesson in five African 
American artists who inspired young artists:  Alma Thomas, Jacob Lawrence, Aaron Douglas, Elizabeth Catlett, 
Faith Ringgold. Students were given a short biography of each artist, a description of their art, and images of 
their artwork. The young artists then had the opportunity to mimic a work of their choice, virtually tour their 
work through a museum, or research the artist further. 

STEM Club 4th/5th Grade – Oppido 

The fourth grade STEM Club members are so eager to work and get their work done. It’s so much fun being 
with them!  We had our first meeting on February 9th and the second on February 22nd. 

The first meeting we spoke about the term “soluble” and what it means.  After the brief discussion we had, I 
asked the group to draw on a clear glass plate with an expo marker.  After that, I had them take room 
temperature water and slowly pour it over their drawings and observe what happens next.  Their reactions were 
priceless!  Due to the material that is inside of an expo marker, it makes the drawings start to float off the plate.  
The water and expo marker are NOT soluble of each other! 

The second meeting this month, was the Balloon Car Challenge. Although not many members attended this 
meeting in comparison to all of the rest, the students that came had a BLAST! They enjoyed making their car 
and trying to figure out how to attach the balloon to make it move.  For a few students it actually worked and 
they were so excited about it.  I asked a few of them to send me a picture of their cars.  Sadly, below you can 
find only one of their Balloon Cars.   
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STEM Club 6th Grade – Palmieri 

Students worked on a balloon car challenge. Students needed to design a balloon-powered car  that propelled 
forward. Students built a car to help understand the ideas of mass and force and how they could be used to 
improve the distance their car would travel. This activity was a great way for students to use problem-solving 
skills to help in the creation of their car.  Students recorded the distance their car traveled and competed with 
one another for the greatest distance.  

In honor of Valentine’s Day, students worked on a floating dry erase marker activity. Students drew hearts with 
their dry erase markers on a plate or baking dish then poured water into the dish. Within seconds, students 
watched as the dry erase ink reacted with the water and they were able to lift the edges of the shapes. The more 
water students added, the more the ink lifted from the bottom of the dish.  

Student Council - Negro 

Wednesday, February 10th: Students discussed ideas that had been brought to them by other students (having a 
Halloween in Winter celebration) and discussed the idea of collecting school supplies for needy students 
(possibly in the spring).  Students created posters to be displayed in school for Crazy Hair Day.  Donations of $1 
will be accepted for the Children’s Cancer Center at Hackensack University Medical Center. 

Tuesday, February 23rd: Students planned for a March Spirit Day (character day) and decided to ask for 
donations to the Bergen County Animal Shelter. Students researched the items that the shelter is in need of.  
Students colored pictures to be sent to the organization Color a Smile. 

Journalism Club - Diaz 

 

 

The WRIS Gazette

4th Edition February  2021
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Tampa Bay Buccaneers Win the 
Super Bowl? 
By Myles Simmonds 
Wow! The Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
have just won the greatest team 
award in NFL history, The Super 
Bowl. They are one of many teams to 
win the superbowl while being a 
wildcard team. The final score was 
31 - 9, but what about Tom Brady? 
Tom Brady is now considered the 
GOAT, also known as, the Greatest 
Of All Time. He threw for 201 yards 
with 3 touchdowns. Touchdowns 
were thrown to former teammates 
who played with him on the New 
England Patriots (Antonio Brown 
and Rob Gronkowski). His Tight 
End, Rob Gronkowski had 2 
Touchdowns and had just come out 
of retirement to play a season with 
Brady on a new team. 

 

Happy 100th Day Of School!! 
By: Marianna Tsilikas 
On February 17, we celebrated the 
100th Day of School!! YAY!!!! 

 

Febuary Horoscope                        
By: Marianna Tsilikas 
If your birthday is this month then 
this is the article for you!! This 
month’s horoscope is Pisces. Pisces 
love to feel the love from their 
closest friends 
and family. You will definitely  
feel it this birthday!! Everyone  
is working so hard to make you feel 
very special on your very special 
day!    

How Groundhog Day Works 
By: Mikaela-Felice Aranez 
In 1887 Groundhog day took place in 
Pennsylvania. Groundhog day is on 
February 2. It is a tradition that when 
a groundhog comes out of its den and 
the weather will depend on whether 
they see its shadow. If the groundhog 

 

For the students, by the students! 

What’s the deal with Groundhogs 
day! 
By Carly Herman 
Groundhogs day is an American and 
Canadian tradition where each year on 
February second, a groundhog tells 
whether spring will come early, or 
winter will stay. But, the groundhog 
can't physically tell you what’s going 
to happen, so how do we know? Well, 
it all depends on the location of the 
groundhog’s shadow. If the shadow 
appears, the groundhog predicts that 
there will be 6 more weeks of winter. 
If he doesn’t see his shadow, an early 
spring will be coming. Groundhog’s 
day was founded 1887, and still 
remains a yearly holiday today. 

 

The Story Of Valentine's Day  
Carley Herman 
The ancient Romans may also be 
responsible for the name of our 
modern day of love. Emperor 
Claudius ll executed two men -- both 
were named Valentine --  on February 
14th of different years in the 3rd 
century A.D. Their execution was 
honored by the  Catholic Church with 
the celebration of St. Valentine's day. 
Sources: “The dark origins of 
Valentine's day” by NPR 

 

Animal of the Month:  
The Dragon Fly 
By Dean Mahbub 
Adult dragonflies are characterized by large, 
multifaceted eyes, two pairs of strong, 
transparent wings, sometimes with coloured 
patches, and an elongated body.The Odonata 
are an order of flying insects that includes the 
dragonflies and damselflies. Like most other 
flying insects, they evolved in the early 
Mesozoic era. Their prototypes, the giant 
dragonflies of the Carboniferous, 325 mya, 
are no longer placed in the Odonata but 
included in the Protodonata or 
Meganisoptera. Did you know that they have 
7,000 species, but they only have 6 months to 
live.There are classed as Insects. 

 
Dragonflies are natural predators for 
mosquitoes. In fact, they eat them at all 
stages of life. An individual dragonfly can eat 
hundreds of mosquitoes each day. You can 
add plants that attract adult dragonflies such 
as Black-Eyed Susan, Swamp Milkweed, and 
Joe-Pye weed among others.Dragonflies like 
to sun themselves, and the warmth of flat 
rocks provides the perfect setting. Try a mix 
of light and dark rocks and observe which 
colour attracts more dragonflies to your area. 

Motivation  
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Vocal Ensemble (Chorus) – Manolakakis 

Club/Activity

February – WR Jr/Sr HS – Vocal Ensemble 2021

Meeting Date(s)
All meetings are held in Google Meet: https://meet.google.com/lookup/cmemievidj  on 

Wednesdays 2:55 – 3:45pm.   

Agenda
The full agenda from this month is found with lesson plans for the day on Google Classroom 
“Stream”. Please scroll down to find the lessons.  This is treated as a weekly class where students 
learn vocal technique and have time to solo for each other.  In addition, they are encouraged to 
participate in Seesaw assignments.  There they can sing a solo of their choice for up to 2 mins 
and I can send them written and oral feedback.  Their recording goes into their individual virtual 
folder where they can track their growth.  Please see the pictures below. 

We are working on a virtual choir and how to create one. 

Vocal Ensemble (after school choir) 
WRIS grades 4-6 
Class code 
cphuy63 
Meet link 
https://meet.google.com/lookup/cmemievidj 

Activities/Fund-Raisers/Field Trips
February: All assignments are posted on Google Classroom 

Students Present
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Here is the link to my google sheet from attendance.    
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/13PKPQCZUf7PLGwaxKPDbFXu6X0JzRw4QO4qLDEmD_U0/edit?
usp=sharing 
Here are some examples of their work: 
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 WRJRSRHS                                                                                                                                                          

English Department 

Kelly Manicone 
HS ESL 
This month things have calmed down somewhat. We started a unit on nonfiction during Black History Month.  We began 
by building background about African Americans and their history in the United States.  Prior to reading Martin Luther 
King Junior’s “I’ve Been to the Mountaintop”, students defined key terms, identified parts of speech, synonyms and 
antonyms.  While reading, we listened to parts of the speech on Youtube.  Students were able to respond to questions 
based on reading and share their ideas of the theme or message of MLK’s speech.   

Pete Forman 
11th Grade Language Arts 
Students will be reading fictional works by Mark Twain in an effort to understand the fundamental principles of the 
narrative.  Twain's narratives will serve as a model for in class writing and group activities.  From there, we anticipate 
students will be working on the play The Crucible by Arthur Miller.  The aspects of American Drama and characterization 
will provide help to establish the answer to our essential question "What makes American literature American?" 
11th Grade Language Arts Honors 
In an honors extension, students are working in collaborative groups to compare various memorable quotations from Mark 
Twain.  The outcome of this comparison will be a short paper highlighting Twain’s role in defining the “American 
Experience”.  From there, students will be working with the novel Fahrenheit 451 focusing on Bradbury's vision of what 
America would become in the future.  Honor’s students will incorporate their analysis into their socratic group discussions 
and websites.   

Colleen Kozibroda 
English 8 Resource 
In English 8,  students continue to focus on writing skills;  Students continue to focus on the following three standards 
specifically to enhance their writing and speaking skills: 1) Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
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organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience, 2) Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and usage when writing or speaking and 3) Demonstrate command of the conventions of 
standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. Students are also focusing on comprehension 
skills through reviewing, responding, interpreting, inferencing, and connecting to the story “”The Treasure of Lemon 
Brown” by Walter Dean Myers through discussion and guided reading questions. Students could define and differentiate 
between internal and external conflict, recognize character motives, and respond to character actions.   
English II Resource  
In English II, students are reading the novel Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck.  As they read, students identify 
recurring themes in the novel: friendship, loneliness, the American Dream, and racism. They are analyzing character 
development and their interaction throughout the novel.  Students are also identifying literary elements within the novel: 
imagery, foreshadow, plot, juxtaposition.  Writing skills are being enhanced daily as well. 
English III Resource 
Students are continuing to read and analyze various poems by Emily Dickinson; at the completion of this unit this week, 
students will be able to describe the life of Emily Dickinson, explain how her life influenced her poetry, and be able to 
analyze a variety of her poems.  They will be taking an assessment to test this knowledge of content.  Through Daily Do 
Now’s on Google Classroom, students are engaging daily in the writing process and improving their overall writing skills. 
English IV Resource 
In English IV, students are currently working on the Essential Question:  “How does literature shape and reflect the 
society during the time in which it was written?” through the novel Frankenstein. Through this novel, students are gaining 
an in depth understanding of the basic story and themes of Frankenstein; they are exploring the major themes of the story 
and making connections between the story of Frankenstein and their knowledge of its historical context and/or the modern 
world via their own lives.Students increased their vocabulary by being exposed to and learning new words and concepts 
introduced during the story and have been assessed on these terms prior to reading the novel. 

Valerie Hunter 
English I 
English I classes wrote an analytical essay comparing and contrasting two articles with opposing viewpoints about 
whether warning labels are necessary on sugary drinks. Students began reading  Homer’s Odyssey, and compared different 
versions of the story. They also practiced revision skills by writing and revising “perfect paragraphs,” and continued to 
work on vocabulary. 
English I Honors 
English I classes began working on MLA research papers on a world author of their choice, and wrote an analytical essay 
based on three articles about whether children should be on reality television. Students began reading Homer’s Odyssey, 
and compared different versions of the story. They also practiced revision skills by writing and revising “perfect 
paragraphs,” and continued to work on vocabulary. 
English 8B Honors 
English B Honors began the semester by reflecting on their history as readers in an autobiographical essay. They then 
learned about independent and dependent clauses, and practiced writing simple, compound, complex, and compound-
complex sentences. They also read two short stories, “Little Brother” by Claire Campbell and “Genesis and Catastrophe” 
by Roald Dahl, and discussed how authors can subvert expectations to create surprising and (potentially) satisfying 
endings. 

Christine Green 
AP 
Students are preparing for the test in May.  They have been assigned novels, plays and poetry in preparation for the test.  
Both verbal and written analysis is required.  They are also being prepared with a listing of literary terms. 
English Honors 
The honors class has completed five units in the text. They also recently completed reading "Dorian gray" by Oscar 
Wilde...analysis both verbal and written is completed. 
College Prep 
Students have just completed the Victorian period in British literature they will be starting the "modern period". 
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Robert Berger 
English 8b: Reading 
The class started this month and I have begun getting to know the students. They have been working on reading a story A 
Long Walk to Water. They have been completing daily grammar reviews of skills for do-nows, and for each chapter they 
have been completing a student guide. They have taken a vocabulary quiz and are set to complete a comprehension test to 
check their understanding of the story. 

Matthew Bogert 
English 7 
Throughout the month of February, students have completed the reading of their third novel The Call of the Wild by Jack 
London. Students continue to be tested on their knowledge of the novel and vocabulary used throughout. Students will 
continue to work on their reading comprehension and development of writing skills. Students will also be working on the 
development and process of writing a research paper. This paper will be cross-curricular where the students will choose a 
topic from their History class.  
English 7 Honors 
The Honors class completed the reading of their third novel The Call of the Wild by Jack London and have begun their 
fourth novel The Hobbit by J.R.R Tolkien. Students have begun working on their third and final Dialectical Journal of the 
year to be completed in the third marking period. Students will also be working on the development and process of writing 
a research paper. This paper will be cross-curricular where the students will choose a topic from their History class.  

Melissa Papp 
English Language Arts, Grade 8 
This month, students researched the Deep South during and after the Great Depression, including: Jim Crow Laws, 
sharecropping, Plessy versus Ferguson, and Brown versus the Board of Education. Additionally, they researched Mildred 
Taylor’s life and works.  They cooperatively presented this and taught each other this material along with information and 
examples of literary terms in preparation for reading Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry. Then, they began reading the novel, 
using the text to support analysis of characters and themes, as well as evaluating it as a piece of historical fiction.  This is 
juxtaposed with grammar and mechanics work, in alignment with Zaner-Bloser’s Six Traits for Effective writing.  
English Language Arts, Grade 8 Honors 
The Grade 8 Honors students are finalizing and submitting their Lord of the Flies research paper projects and have begun 
work on a new novel.  They discussed historical information about Agatha Christie and the murder mystery genre and plan 
to compare this to And Then There Were None.  In taking collaborative class notes and character profiles, the class is using 
text-based evidence to try to pinpoint the antagonist while attempting to predict the plot.  They are working at a fast 
student-chose pace to read and analyze this piece, and they look forward to comparing it to Edgar Allen Poe’s 1841 short 
work, “The Murder at the Rue Morgue,” which is noted as the first ‘true’ detective story.  
Journalism 
Journalism students have learned about journalistic ethics, the ABCs of Journalism, various structures of stories, and how 
to design a layout of a digital newspaper.  Additionally, they have explored and critiqued global journalism and student 
samples while looking for class concepts and best practices.  Finally, they are completing drafts of their first news articles, 
which they hope to publish in the coming days. 

Rebecca Landes 
7th Grade ELA 
Grade 7 Language Arts students finished reading The Outsiders, which is set in the 1960s and chronicles the lives of two 
opposing groups: the Socs and the Greasers. Students are now making a collage Google slide show of the 1960s. The 
students learned new vocabulary from the novel and were quizzed on over 60 words from throughout the book. The 
students also played “Quizlet Live” to study for their vocabulary quizzes. Assessments have included chapter quizzes, 
guided reading questions, small-group discussions, homework, and participation. The students are now reading The Call 
of the Wild. 
7th Grade ELA Resource 
Grade 7 Language Arts resource students are reading The Outsiders. The students complete questions on each chapter and 
they have written a narrative from Ponyboy’s point of view. Students are also learning new vocabulary weekly from 
Wordly Wise Book 7. The students also played “Quizlet Live” to study for their vocabulary quizzes. Assessments have 
included chapter quizzes, guided reading questions, small-group discussions, homework, and participation. 
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9th Grade ELA Resource 
Grade 9 Language Arts resource students are continuing to read The Contender, by Robert Lipske. Students have written a 
personal essay on how the pandemic has affected their lives this year.Students are also learning new vocabulary weekly 
from Wordly Wise Book 7. The students also played “Quizlet Live” to study for their vocabulary quizzes. Assessments 
have included chapter quizzes, guided reading questions, small-group discussions, homework, and participation. 

Kim Millar 
English II & English II (H) 
 The English II Honors class are just completing an interdisciplinary unit on the progression of women’s rights in 
America.  They read various feminist literary works including Kate Chopin’s ironic short story, The Story of an Hour, 
Dorothy Parker’s, The Waltz and a collection of poems to evaluate how each is a representation of the society in which it 
was written.  Students developed a research paper that cross referenced the literary works of Kate Chopin and feminist 
author Betty Friedan to show how statements made in Betty Friedan’s nonfiction literary work, The Feminine Mystique, 
reflect the life of Edna Pontellier, the fictional character in Kate Chopin’s The Awakening.  
 AP English Language and Composition 
The AP Language and Composition class is continuing their comprehensive study of British and American Romanticism.  
They are evaluating the literature of the era, focusing on how historical events and the beliefs of the era influenced the 
literature.  Students will be reading Mary Shelley’s classic, Frankenstein, which is supposed to serve as a lesson to those 
who experimented during The Age of Reason society to not mess with science/nature.  They are writing a general 
argument essay in preparation for the upcoming AP Exam- Who is the real “monster” in Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein, the 
creature or the creator, Victor Frankenstein?  Upon completion of the unit, students will be able to identify the 
characteristics of Romanticism, assess the differences between American and British Romanticism and identify 
characteristics of each in the literature of Wordsworth, Coleridge, Byron, Shelley, and Keats, Thoreau, Emerson, Irving, 
etc. in addition to recognizing characteristics that are unique to each author. 

Math Department 

Robert Berger 
Resource Geometry 
Students have completed their study of similar figures. They covered topics of ratios and proportions, similar polygons, 
proving triangles similar, similarity in right triangles, and proportions in triangles. They have just finished the month 
with their test for chapter 7.  They have begun their study of chapter 9 Transformations in the coordinate plane. They 
continue to do Khan Academy and Delta Math and take weekly pop quizzes to remediate skills and reinforce skills.  
Resource Algebra II 
Students are in the midst of their study of Quadratics. They covered topics including: factoring quadratics, completing the 
square with quadratics, and using the quadratic formula. They had a mid-chapter quiz. They will finish the chapter with a 
test. They continue to work on khan academy and Delta Math to reinforce skills and weekly pop quizzes for remediation 

Kristine Schoenig 
Math 8: 
The 8th graders have been working on learning systems of equations. We started by learning how to graph the equation of 
a line and then focused on graphing two equations to find their intersection point. Then we moved on to solving using 
substitution and our special cases. Finally, we learned how to solve using elimination method. Students were quizzed on 
each type of method and practiced digitally with Delta Math. 
Algebra 1 
The Algebra 1 students have been working on learning systems of equations. We started by learning how to graph the 
equation of a line and then focused on graphing two equations to find their intersection point. Then we moved on to 
solving using substitution and our special cases. Finally,we learned how to solve using elimination method. Students were 
quizzed on each type of method and practiced digitally with Delta Math.  
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Gabe Ben-Nun 
Algebra 2 
The unit begins with reviewing adding, subtracting, and multiplying polynomials as well as finding zeros of quadratic 
functions. Dividing polynomials and the Remainder Theorem are emphasized.  
Algebra 2 Honors 
The unit covers what a rational expression is and how to simplify it. The unit covers adding, subtracting, multiplying, and 
dividing rational equations. Solving rational equations, variation and graphing of rational equations will also be covered. 
College Math 
The unit reviews components of right triangles and 
trigonometric ratios.  This review leads into strategies for how to solve for the trigonometric ratios given 
different components of right triangles and other trigonometric ratios. The unit circle is introduced and its 
relation to the trigonometric functions.  

Marc Fazio 
Algebra 1 
Students continued to work with linear equations.  Students learned how to convert from Slope Intercept form, Standard 
form and Point Slope form.  
Geometry 
This month, students worked solving problems with special types of triangles.  Students also found the incenter, the 
orthocenter, and the centroid of triangles. 
Business Math  
This month, we worked on Trade and Cash Discounts.  We finished the month solving problems involving short term 
loans.  Students reinforced their percent skills by practicing using online resources. 

Lisa Ames 
Geometry 
Students began chapter 5 by discovering the theorems involving midsegments using Geogebra. Chapter 5 continued with 
new vocabulary involving lines of concurrency such as medians and altitudes. We completed chapter 5 by learning about 
the triangle inequalities. Students began chapter 8 by proving the Pythagorean theorem and applying it to many real world 
situations. Chapter 8 continued with special right triangles. In addition, students completed weekly Khan Academy, IXL, 
and Delta Math lessons on topics we discussed in class as well as algebra review.  
Geometry Honors 
Students began chapter 8 by proving the Pythagorean theorem and applying it to many real world situations. Chapter 8 
continued with special right triangles and an introduction to the three main trigonometry ratios – sine, cosine, and tangent. 
Students completed Khan Academy and Delta Math lessons aligned to what we were learning in class.  
AP Statistics  
In the month of February, we learned about sampling distributions and how the Central Limit Theorem is used to 
approximate parameters in a population. This led us to our study of confidence intervals and a discussion of margin of 
errors which is seen very often in polls in the media. We derived the formula to determine the sample size needed for a 
given margin of error. Then, we began our introduction of hypothesis testing using proportions which will lead us to the 
last major topic of the course. Students have been completing MyMath Lab assignments for each chapter as well as Khan 
Academy lessons and sample Free Response questions from previous AP Exams.  
Statistics 
To complete our study of probability, students learned how to construct a probability distribution as well as find the 
expected value and standard deviation of them. Students watched an episode of Numb3rs that applied to binomial 
distributions. We began chapter 6 which introduced confidence intervals for a population mean and practiced calculating 
margins of error and minimum sample sizes. Students completed questions on Khan Academy and MathXL to supplement 
what they learned in class.  

SAT Prep 
We began the course by going off the format of the SAT math test as well as the math strategies that should be used. 
Students completed a diagnostic test so we can see their strengths and weaknesses. Then, students learned strategies and 
math concepts for the Heart of Algebra section of the SAT math test. Students worked on problems from each sub concept 
on Khan Academy and completed two practice sections timed to prepare for the test.  
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Ryan Burger 
Math 7 
During the first week of January, we introduced rates, ratios, and proportions and quizzed on rates and ratios. During the 
second week of classes we continued proportions and introduced conversion factors, and proportion maze activity. During 
the third week of classes, we quizzed on conversion factors, introduced scale drawings, indirect measurement and similar 
figures. During the fourth week of classes, we took a quiz on the previous percent topics, reviewed chapter 4 and tested on 
it.  Towards the end of the week, we introduced how to find percentages, decimals and fractions mentally.  

Steve Olsen 
AP Computer Science Principles 
Students completed Unit 11covering Big Data representation, bias, censorship and data inequality.  Students completed 
online programming labs using Code.org. 
AP Computer Science A 
Students completed unit covering arrayList.  Students began unit covering 2D Arrays. Students completed online labs 
using CodeHS.com. 
Pre-Calculus Honors 
Students completed unit covering oblique triangles and applications. Students began a unit covering Vectors and Polar 
representation of Complex Numbers.  Students completed independent online assignments using Delta Math. 
Pre-Calculus CP 
Students completed unit covering oblique triangles and applications.  Students began a unit covering Vectors.  Students 
completed independent online assignments using Delta Math.  
Engineering the Future 
Students completed Lab 2 designing a “building of the future”.  Content included load calculations, failure analysis, 
materials testing, energy efficiency and developing scale drawings.   

Jim Santangelo 
AP Calculus AB 
Students finished the unit on derivatives.  In this unit, students analyzed functions and their behaviors by connecting their 
function values to their derivative and second derivative values.  Students completed many multiple choice AP Exam prep 
questions during the unit and answered more free response questions as the unit progressed.  At the end of the month, 
students began studying integration, which is the last part of the course. 
Algebra IA 
Students completed a unit on linear functions.  During the unit, students compared and contrasted the three different types 
of linear equations and learned how to write linear equations in all three forms.  Students also applied the concept of slope 
to linear functions.  At the end of the unit, students were assigned a project, which involved data analysis and linear 
regression.  As part of this project, students will research a set of bivariate data, make a scatter plot of the data, then run a 
linear regression to help make predictions on their data. 
Pre-Algebra 
Students finished a unit on exponents and scientific notation.  During the unit, students learned how to simplify 
expressions using properties of exponents and perform multiplication and division on numbers written in scientific 
notation.  At the end of the unit, students applied their knowledge of scientific notation to comparing the mass and size of 
stars in our galaxy to our sun. 

Science Department 

Ted Colarusso 
Medical Terminology 
Students continue learning “The Language of Medicine.” Memorization, props, worksheets, reading X-ray, CT scans and 
videos of actual surgeries, each followed by class discussion continue to be important to the classwork .  Students expand 
their knowledge of medical language by expanding into body organ systems. Students have just completed  work on the 
“Reproductive Systems” and are presently working on terms and processes connected with  “Blood and Blood 
Conditions”.  Discussion is a major part of the course. Students continue using the terms in medical conversations as often 
as possible.  Students continue to experience surgical procedures, videos, which include language the physician would use 
in the given situations. (Picture shows a blood typing virtual lab using synthetic blood products) 
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Anatomy & Physiology 
Students have completed the nervous system, examining the anatomical structures of the brain, spinal cord, 
peripheral nerve pathways and the Autonomic nervous system.  Students studied brain functionality and 
association regions, reflex arcs, nerve signal transmission and resting vs. action membrane potential (electrical 
activity).  Students were also given time to research the Fight or Flight syndrome in regards to the sympathetic 
and parasympathetic branches of the ANS.  Students are now studying the respiratory system and its response to 
today’s medical issues. 

 
 

Biology & Biology Honors 
The Biology classes have been reviewing the concept of mitosis and cellular division. We are now exploring the topic of 
meiosis in gamete formation and the concepts of Mendelian genetics utilizing punnett squares for genetic outcome 
probabilities for offspring genomic combinations.   The students then will move into the study of our DNA unit by 
building a DNA model and learning the concepts of DNA replication, transcription and translation.     
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AP Biology 
The AP Biology class has been actively engaged in a wide variety of science practices, performing multiple virtual labs 
and exploring multiple scientific concepts.  We performed a microscope based lab exploring mitotic cell division found in 
animal blastula clusters, chromosomal simulations of meiotic gamete formation, and we reviewed the mechanisms of 
DNA replication and inheritance patterns in animals.  In addition, the students were given the opportunity to complete 
their first mathematical based virtual lab, calculating gene frequency of an allele in a given population based upon the 
Hardy-Weinberg principles of population growth.   

 

Doubravka Hausner 
AP Chemistry 
Students finished unit of Equilibrium and they are currently learning about Acids and bases. 
Every week students are assigned one free response question from previous AP exams to 
practice. We then go over the answers and scoring guide. 
Honors Chemistry 
In Honors Chemistry classes, students started learning about chemical reactions. We 
distinguished between different types of chemical reactions and learnt how to balance them. 
Students will also learn how to predict products of precipitation reactions. In the end of the unit 
students will investigate the activity series by conducting few online experiments. 
Chemistry 
In Chemistry classes, students are learning about intermolecular forces. By now they are able to 
identify which force is holding which molecule together based on the molecule’s structure that 
they have learned in a previous unit. 
Forensics 
In Forensics students learnt about Trace evidence. Students did an extensive research on forensic 
technique and presented with a partner to the class. Students continue learning about forensic 
seriology. 
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Jacqueline Sanzari 
8th Grade 
During the month of February students in the 8th grade completed their study of thermal energy and have moved on to 
forces and motion.  As a culminating thermal energy activity, students viewed experiments focusing on  conduction, 
convection and radiation using online interactives.  To start off our new topic students used online interactives to 
understand how forces act on objects and how those forces lead to motion.  Students are currently working on various 
problem solving activities that ask them to calculate force, acceleration and speed.

 

7th Grade  
In February students in 7th grade completed their study of genetics by completing a project in which they created a group 
alien using Punnett Squares.  They then began the study of populations, communities and ecosystems.  Students focused 
on the relationships between organisms and how changes to one population may impact another.  To start the topic 
students researched limiting factors and how they can change an organism’s diet.  Students will be continuing their study 
of ecosystems throughout March.   

 

Siri Ganti 
Science 7 
February 2021 was all about Reproduction and Growth in Science! We started with a look at Genes and how our DNA is 
the one piece of information carried down from our parents! We then had timed it perfectly to look at plant anatomy, 
taxonomy, and reproduction in time for Valentine's Day. We drew (scientific) flowers the day after Valentine’s Day! We 
then shifted gears to animal taxonomy and reproductive strategies, getting the chance to see some of the strange and funny 
behaviors of birds in their courtship rituals. At the end of the month, we began to look beyond reproduction to see the 
chemical processes that allow organisms to grow from a tiny cell to the potentially giant organisms we can be! 
Biology 
For February, we completed our Genetics unit with a summative assessment. We then dove into our new unit on Protein 
Synthesis, but started this unit with a highly relevant anchoring phenomenon: COVID-19. The new vaccine is only 
effective because it takes advantage of this central dogma of molecular biology. Students began the unit by investigating 
how the current variants of coronavirus infect our respiratory and immune systems. We then shifted gears to look at the 
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molecules at the center stage of the viral hijack and the vaccine content: DNA and RNA. After covering the structure of 
these molecules, we are now knee-deep in their complex function of creating all the enzymes and materials that make up 
our bodies. We will be wrapping up this unit in the first week of March with a summative assessment after finally 
connecting all these aspects to the mechanism of the new vaccine.  
Botany 
New Marking Period and new elective! Our tiny Botany community started with engaging our knowledge and interactions 
with plants in life so far. Some of our students have plants at home and parents who grow basil, and others are skeptical 
about if humans really need plants. This is a diverse group of students in terms of plant experience, and most definitely 
will make this a worthwhile semester-long class! Students dived right into a Biology refresher Unit, honing in on the 
basics of Botany and a refresher on Chemistry and Cell Theory.  
 
Jonathan Hassinger 
Physics 
This month students concluded the Study of Momentum and with it they have concluded the first half of Physics, 
Mechanics. Next we will be focusing on how Charge Particals impact motion as we begin the second half of Physics, 
Electrodynamics. 
Chemistry 
Students completed the study of Intermolecular Forces and their physical and chemical impacts on materials. Next, 
students will begin to look at how we use the concept of Moles, molar mass, molar volume, and Avagadro's number to 
perform molar calculations. 
Nature of Science 
This month students concluded analysis of the history of Science and how we run experiments to collect empirical data. 
Next we will be looking at data collection strategies and methods as well as analysis techniques. 

Keri Parry 
Physics, Physics Honors, Tech. Ed  
In physics, students answered the essential questions of physics for chapter 4 about the relevancy of energy conservation 
along with methods to solve for unknown speeds or heights from energy conservation. Physics students completed solving 
problems and applied this idea to a virtual skate-park lab. The honors physics students did the same activities as the 
physics students, including learning objectives about electrical power and completing the chapter 4 exam. The Tech Ed 
students learned about positive internet use, and demonstrated this varied learning through creating a Google Slide 
presentation. Furthermore, the Tech Ed applied positive internet use to writing formal emails in their Wood-Ridge Gmail 
accounts, along with learning about custom setting features in Gmail.  

World Language Department 

Angela Daniele 
Spanish I 

• Learned new vocabulary daily with several themed written and oral activities 
• Continued working with Spanish adjectives and how to describe what a person is like 
• Created a power-point presentation “Los Adjetivos” illustrating people that were associated with 

selected adjectives 
• Completed written and oral themed activities 
• Wrote a “Poema En Diamante” about themselves 
• Learned the Spanish Direct and Indirect Articles and how to use them correctly 

Spanish For Travelers 
• Learned new vocabulary daily with several written and oral activities 
• Continued learning how to express some Actividades (verbs) in Spanish  
• Learned how to express Actividades (verbs) when YO, TÚ and NOSOTROS/AS are the subject 
• Wrote a Picture Story using the Actividades  

Superintendent’s Monthly Report 
February, 2021 

39



Spanish-Italian Conversation 
• Italian Conversation:  
• Learned how to express the members of “La Famiglia”Mrs. Angela Daniele 
• Month 
• Created a power-point presentation on an assigned well-known famiglia 
• Learned how to express the parts of “La Casa”  
• Spanish Conversation 
• Learned about the importance of learning another language 
• Learned about the Spanish speaking countries 
• Learned about the pronunciation of the Spanish language 
• Wrote dialogs with Greetings, Salutations, and how to ask and express how someone is in Spanish 
• Learned the numbers 0-31 in Spanish    
• Watched and completed worksheet on Spanish movie,  “Amor De Lata”, for cultural appreciation of “El 

Dia De San Valentín”  (Valentine’s Day)  
• Learned the names of activities in Spanish  
• Learned about Infinitives 
• Learned the verb gustar and how to use it correctly 
• Wrote and presented dialogs on current theme vocabulary 

 

Tess Iannacco 
Italian 
The Italian I classes learned  about past times in Italy. New vocabulary related to it. They learned regular-are verbs to use 
in full sentences to talk about these past times. They also learned the irregular verbs andare, fare, dare and stare within 
this thematic context. They watched a cartoon “Heidy” entirely in the target language and defined the words they 
understood. They have completed a project “Mi piace/Non piace” with illustrations to end this unit.  
Italian II 
This class continued to learn about shopping, talk about food and discuss grocery shopping. We watched a short film “La 
lista della spesa” and learned additional vocabulary and idiomatic expressions. Students also learned the difference 
between “mercato and supermercato” and compared both cultures. For the grammatical structure, students learned to 
speak in the past using the passato prossimo with essere.  
Italian III   
These classes begun learning about health, remedies and well being. We learned new vocabulary related to these topics. 
We learned how to pronounce the double vowel endings, how to articulate our loud phrases containing these sounds, 
researched italian proverbs, watched a video “Una visita Medica” learned how the Italian health system works and 
compared it with ours, learned about famous Italians in Medicine, how Italian approach health management (through 
natural remedies widely used). In the grammatical structure of the language we learned about the “Imperfetto” tense, how 
to use it to recount a story with the passato prossimo and their rules, and the “trapassato prossimo”.  
Italian IV 
These classes begun learning about health, remedies and well being. We learned new vocabulary related to these topics. 
We learned how to pronounce the double vowel endings, how to articulate our loud phrases containing these sounds, 
researched italian proverbs, watched a video “Una visita Medica” learned how the Italian health system works and 
compared it with ours, learned about famous Italians in Medicine, how Italian approach health management (through 
natural remedies widely used). In the grammatical structure of the language we learned about the “Imperfetto” tense, how 
to use it to recount a story with the passato prossimo and their rules, and the “trapassato prossimo”. We discussed our 
approach to health, compared/contrast our “Grandma” remedies and how we still use it at home.  
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Joseph Mojkowski 
Spanish II 

• Class activities, group projects, and written assessments related to daily routines and preparation activities using 
the present tense 

• Introduction of and incorporation of reflexive pronouns with reflexive verbs into the general thematic topic of 
preparing oneself for school and different events 

Spanish III 
• Incorporation of command tense to give advice related to healthy diet and lifestyle choices  
• Use of vocabulary related to nutrition and being active in a variety of comprehension and presentational exercises 

Spanish IV 
• Incorporation of vocabulary related to El Greco 
• Introduction of themes seen in El Greco works focusing on events in Spain during El Greco’s life and effect on 

world-view and themes in paintings 
• El Greco art project/ Students created an El Greco-esque work in the Mannerist style by elongating and twisting a 

figure of their choice. They then compared and contrasted it with his works focusing on the similarities of the 
artistic style and the difference of theme.  

• Study of El Greco’s most famous works La vista de Toledo and El entierro del conde de Orgaz 
• El Greco test; artist, style, famous works, adjective agreement 

Spanish AP 
• Factors That Impact the Quality of Life Unit - reading and listening comprehension exercises, interpersonal and 

presentational speaking and writing activities 
• Introduction of las thematic unit: Environmental, Political, and Societal Challenges 

Physical Education 

Lucia DiNapoli 
Physical Education/Health 

Physical Education has started a Yoga series while using PLT4M.com.  

11th Grade Health 
Five Dimensions of the human person 

o Physical 
o Emotional 
o Mental 
o Social 
o spiritual/moral 

       
Gender Differences 
Emotional Effects of Bonding 
Natural Sequence to Building a healthy Relationship 
Love vs Lust 
Media and Message influences   

7th Grade Health 
Discussions with students about the following topics:  
Decision Making 
Learning about each others likes and dislikes 
Self Esteem 
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Joe Vaccaro 
7th Grade Health  
Students were introduced to 7th Grade Health. As a class we went over course expectations, virtual classroom procedures.  
In addition we have completed reviewing Chapter 1-3 in the new textbooks with a variety of online assessments. 
8th Grade PE 
Students were introduced to 8th Grade Health. As a class we went over course expectations, virtual classroom procedures.  
In addition we have completed reviewing Chapter 1-3 in the new textbooks with a variety of online assessments.   
Grade 10 Physical Education 
Students continued with class on the field/Track due to the current Pandemic and school requirements.  In addition, we 
added a regular light cardio vascular workout each day to the weekly schedule.   The remote students are still working on 
the virtual exercises provided via the PE department, and expected to record their workouts accurately and in a timely 
fashion.  Hybrid students have had to adjust to the unique schedule again this month due to the closing of in-person 
learning again. The second marking period started in the beginning of the month and school was also moved to complete 
remote learning for the last 2 weeks of the month.  Driver’s Education permit exam was given to the 10th grade students 
as well.  
12th Grade Health 
Students continued with class on the field/Track due to the current Pandemic and school requirements.  In addition, we 
added a regular light cardio vascular workout each day to the weekly schedule.   The remote students are still working on 
the virtual exercises provided via the PE department, and expected to record their workouts accurately and in a timely 
fashion.  Hybrid students have had to adjust to the unique schedule again this month due to the closing of in-person 
learning again. The second marking period started in the beginning of the month and school was also moved to complete 
remote learning for the last 2 weeks of the month. 

Andrea Marino 
Grade 8 Health 
Students have been understanding the negative effects of social media and cyberbullying.  They have made videos and 
skits about the effects of cyberbullying and its lasting effects on a person.  Students have completed their Health Triangle 
Assessments. 
Grade 9 PE 
Students continue to work on their at home workouts through PLT4M and edpuzzle. 

Chris Lange 
12th Grade Health Education 
Students learned their role in the EMS system. Students learned About environmental emergencies. Students learned about 
heat related illnesses, and cold related illnesses, what to look for, what to do, and what to do until help arrives. Students 
learned about insect stings, what to do and what to look for. Students gave presentations in emergencies.  
10th Grade Physical Education 
Physical Education students participated using the PLT4M Program. Students were introduced to the movement 
fundamentals of human life, health and athletic performance. Each week students were introduced to core work, isometric 
holds, proper sit ups, mobility concepts and recovery.  Students also did yoga workouts. Students were remote from home. 
8th Grade Health Education 
Students learned about identifying Health Risks. Students learned to identify the factors that can influence a person's 
health including heredity, physical environment, social environment, media, and technology. Students learned to describe 
two factors that can be used to evaluate their overall health, explain how the choices that people make can affect their 
positions on the health continuum. Students learned about the aspects of Health including physical, mental, emotional, and 
social health.  
9th Grade Physical Education 
Physical Education students participated using the PLT4M program. The students were introduced to the movement 
fundamentals of human life, health and athletic performance. Each week students were introduced to core work, isometric 
holds, proper sit-ups Mobility Concepts and Recovery. Students were remote from home.  
Joe Belger 
Driver Education 10 

Students Reviewed and took the Driver Education Permit exam on 2/11/21.  Permit cards were distributed and procedures 
discussed for retakes at the DMV. 
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Reviews included online sample exams, self-created kahoots & Quizlets along with guidelines for what to study. 

• Topics 
o Driving Safety Methods 
o Emotions while Driving 
o Managing Risk 
o Planning/Anticipating Risk 
o Physical/Mental conditions that affect Driving 
o Alcohol/Drugs while Driving 
o Vehicle Safety Maintenance 
o Signs, Signals, Markings, Driving Etiquette 
o Rules & Regulations 
o NJ State Permit Exam 

Physical Education/ Health (MP3) 7 
• Virtual students have been utilizing the workout program called PLT4M.  These videos are meant to be mimicked 

by students at home, it provides students with modifications to at-home workouts.  These programs are 
specifically designed for what that individual student is looking for in their work out.  We have been utilizing the 
GPP & Transition Workouts.  I allowed students to choose their own program, as the PLT4M tracks and logs the 
amount of time spent on each individual workout for participation grades. 

• Marking Period 3 ---> The 7th grade health class focuses on life skills and activities which boost students’ 
understanding of creating and maintaining a healthy body and mind through hands-on activity, cross-disciplinary 
curriculum and writing skills developed through using health journals.  

o Physical Fitness 
o Fitness Principles 
o Nutrition and Your Health 
o Keeping a Healthy Body 
o Maintaining a Healthy Weight 
o Social and Emotional Development 
o Stress Management Skills 
o Stressors 

Social Studies Department 

Gianna Catalano - Social Studies 
US History I  
After completing their midterm exams students started a new unit on immigration and urbanization. Students started out 
by taking a virtual field trip of both Ellis Island and Angel Island in order to understand what the immigration process was 
like for those coming to America during the late 1800’s, early 1900’s. The class then completed a photograph analysis, 
which highlighted the horrors of urbanization and life in the cities. Students also read primary documents from 
immigrants describing their new life in the United States. There was a large project that went along with this unit, students 
had to find out their own immigration stories. They were required to interview their families and try to trace back the first 
person in their family to enter the United States. Students could either create a video of their interview or write a paper. 
The class also completed a test on the topics of immigration and urbanization.  
The 1960’s 
Students started the course by exploring all the different events, people, places, and things they knew about the 1960’s. 
Students had to then take these different events and place them accurately on a timeline, giving them a better sense of the 
decade and what happened when. Students then dove into the first unit, which covers Camelot (JFK) and Containment 
(Cold War). As a class we watched the 1960 televised presidential debates between Nixon and JFK analyzing the footage 
as we watched. From there students read documents surrounding the Cuban Missile Crisis and analyzed how JFK handled 
the very frightening situation. Students will watch a documentary that will cover JFK’s life and the different obstacles 
surrounding his presidency. After discussing the assassination of JFK students had to write a paper about how this 
assassination affected the country back in 1963 as well as today. From there we moved onto the next unit about the Civil 
Rights Movement.  
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Women in History 
Students began the course by defining what a woman is. They must understand what a woman is before they can look at 
women throughout history. We looked at the differences between men and women: biologically, socially, and 
economically. Students had to read a number of articles on studies that explored the differences between males and 
females to try and understand why each gender is so different. We then discussed the idea of nature versus nurture when it 
comes to males and females and societal norms, students had to read through the Pew Study and answer questions as well 
as read graphics and charts. Students then explored how the toys we play with as children can affect our gender and how 
we view gender as we grow older. 

Victor Minnocci 
US History II Honors  
The classes started a new unit on Post-war America and the 1950’s. Students started off by researching how the 1950’s 
was both a time of economic prosperity as well as a time of civil unrest. The class analyzed advertisements from the time 
period as well as the issue of consumerism. Students had to complete a paper in which they were to explain how America 
became a consumer society during the 1950’s and how it still impacts our world today. The class then watched clips from 
TV shows such as “I Love Lucy” and “The Honeymooners” to understand the different gender and family roles, which 
were present in the 1950’s. They then compared those roles to the TV show “Modern Family” in which they had to 
compare and contrast the three. Students also analyzed music from the 1950’s. They were given a playlist in which they 
had to choose three songs and analyze both the music as well as the lyrics and how the songs portrayed 1950’s society. 
Students completed a Document Based Question, which asks them to analyze documents and decide if the suburbs of 
Levittown were a triumph of post-war America or a symbol of racial injustice. The classes are about to begin the 1960s 
and the JFK presidency. 
Law  
The class began the month with introduction to law and the legal system. Topics included law and values, human rights, 
balancing rights with responsibilities. Kinds of laws and the constitutional framework was studied. Currently the class is 
exploring ways to settle disputes. Projects included a debate on mercy killing and “Should Felons Be Allowed to Vote.”  
APUSH  
The class began the month exploring the Presidency of Theodore Roosevelt. His foreign and domestic policies were 
discussed. His progressive reforms, labor, and the trusts were evaluated. This led to the troubled presidency of Taft and 
why TR broke with Taft. The election of 1912, Wilson wins and he starts his New Freedom agenda. America goes to war, 
Senate rejects the Versailles Treaty. American life in the 1920s from boom to bust. The politics of boom to bust. The class 
is currently exploring the Great Depression and FDR,s New Deal. 

Mallory Garvin 
World History and World History Honors 
World History and World History Honors covered Imperialism in the very fast month of February. We were able to 
compare the topics of imperialism to the movie Black Panther and debated how the Opium War of China led to the 
modern-day opioid epidemic in America today. Next up- World War One!  
AP Government 
AP Government covered The Judicial Branch and look at the criminal justice system as a whole, and then focused more 
on the Supreme Court. We finished the unit by watching Just Mercy which is the true story of a Harvard educated lawyer, 
Bryan Stevenson, who goes to Alabama to represent men on death row, some of which are exonerated due to Bryan’s legal 
work. Next Up- Civil Rights and Civil Liberties!  

Social Studies 
Stephanie Gaven and Justine Thimmel  
US I History  
Immigration and Urbanization were the focus of our class in February. Students completed a project detailing 
their "Immigration Story" explaining how their families or ancestors immigrated to the United States. There are 
few projects more rewarding for the class, teacher, and student, as they force students to learn their own family 
history and record it- forever documenting these important histories- as well as, teach the class a great deal 
about the process of immigrating and the struggles of immigrants.  
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US History I Honors 
Immigration and Urbanization were also the focus of our class in February. Students also completed a project 
detailing their "Immigration Story" explaining how their families or ancestors immigrated to the United States. 
There are few projects more rewarding for the class, teacher, and student, as they force students to learn their 
own family history and record it- forever documenting these important histories- as well as, teach the class a 
great deal about the process of immigrating and the struggles of immigrants.  
Sociology 
In February we began our study of Sociology! First we analyzed and evaluated the work of the major 
sociologists and researched their lives, what they studied and their beliefs about the field of sociology. Next, we 
defined and identified the main ideas and concepts behind culture as we discussed the main characteristics and 
identified where they apply to our own lives through music. Lastly, we chose a song that defines our generation 
and presented it to our classmates virtually.   

Emma Rose Melde 
Social Studies  
7th Grade  
Students in 7th grade social studies connected the early North American explorations to the development of the 13 English 
Colonies.  They compared the 3 colonial regions that emerged and learned how the economy, lifestyle, and government 
differed between the Southern, New England, and Middle colonies.  They are beginning to understand that, although the 
colonists were English subjects, they began to develop their own understanding and beliefs about how to best govern 
themselves in America.  As they learned that English laws began to restrict the colonists from living the independent 
lifestyle they expected, the students described ways in which the colonists fought back against “The Crown.”  The 7th 
graders will continue to uncover the building blocks that led the American colonists to fight the Revolutionary War. 
8th Grade 
Students in 8th grade Social Studies continued to study the movement of groups westward in our country’s history as we 
began the month exploring the expansion of the United States due to the Texas Revolution, the Mexican-American War, 
and the California Gold Rush. After first learning about the Oregon Trail and other trails out west, students imagined 
themselves as settlers deciding whether they would take the long journey out west to settle in either Texas, Oregon, or 
California.  Students also analyzed the American ideal of “manifest destiny” and the role it played on America’s ability to 
grow further west from “sea to shining sea.”  Honors students first discussed then independently wrote about the infamous 
painting, “American Progress” and how it portrayed aspects of manifest destiny.  Also, 8th graders independently 
researched the Mexican-American War and how manifest destiny affected America’s role in the conflict. They presented 
the war as a “storyboard slideshow” and highlighted the effect the war had on the country, as it led to a striking increase in 
U.S. territory in the West.   

Additionally, students in 7th and 8th grade honored the ideals and heroes of Black History Month by exploring the lives of 
two early, formerly enslaved, abolitionists.  Students were given two different resources in order to compare the 
similarities and differences of Olaudah Equiano and his story to that of Frederick Douglass.  After watching the history of 
Equiano and his journey out of slavery, the students read about Douglass’ fight to end slavery in America after being 
enslaved there himself. Equiano played an important role in understanding the Middle Passage and the Atlantic Slave 
Trade, so it was interesting for students to connect this lesson to someone we learned about previously and informed us of 
the time period in which we are studying.  We will continue to highlight and discuss the important contributions African 
Americans made in our great country.  
      
Kim Forsyth  
7th Grade 
This month in Social Studies 7 we wrapped up our unit on European Exploration and focused on the new settlements that 
emerged in what would become the United States of America.  Students learned about the motivating factors that pushed 
various nations throughout Europe to stake their claim to this “new land.”  We also learned about the perilous journey of 
enslaved Africans across the Atlantic Ocean and the impact that exploration and settlement had on marginalized groups of 
people throughout Africa and the Americas. 
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U.S. History II 
This month in USII our students took an incredibly in depth look at the battles and strategies that made up the first part of 
World War II.  Students researched and presented little-known artifacts, tactics, and inventions that were used to thwart 
the enemy, entertain civilians, or gather intelligence using covert methods.  We analyzed the motives behind the Japanese 
attack on Pearl Harbor and all of the tactical moves that allowed Hitler to annex most of Europe prior to the United States 
entering the war.   
      
Sean Rutherford 
TV Production II 
Students in TV Production II have learned new camera techniques as well as editing tricks in the early stages of 
this semester.  Students have now filmed, edited, and completed their Montage Video Project.  For this 
assignment, students previewed a variety of montages from films.  Some included Dirty Dancing’s “Hungry 
Eye” montage, Rocky’s famous training montage in the streets of Philadelphia ending at the iconic stairs of the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art, Rocky IV training montage where we bounced back and forth between Rocky and 
Ivan Drago comparing each method of training, along with Footloose’s famous dance montage, as well as 
Pixar’s UP where we see a montage of Carl Fredrickson and his new wife build their life together in the opening 
scenes.  These montage sequences served as examples for students to build theirs from. 

Some groups did exceptionally well and developed montages for getting ready for a game (where five different 
girls all prepped for soccer, cheer, volleyball, softball, and track) or anything group for studying for a big test.
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Introduction to Computer Science Principles: 
In the start of the semester, students in Introduction to Computer Science Principles completed Chapter 1.  In 
this chapter, students learned the difference between desktop computers and laptop computers, as well as 
servers, tablets, and All-In-One computers.  They are able to differentiate between the web, the internet, and 
webpages/websites.   
Students today grow up with computers and tablets and phones constantly connected to the internet.  They are 
not even sure how the internet works.  We begin with the creation of the internet for military purposes and how 
it expanded to commercial use.  We also show what internet speeds were like in a short video created by Google 
when they introduced Google Fiber.  Using the website web.archive.org or “The Wayback Machine” we can 
show students how websites looked before all the clutter that exists today.  How as the internet began it was just 
text and minimal pictures.  Video and interactive tabs didn’t exist.  

This is ESPN’s homepage on October 12, 1999 compared to present day. 
The upgrade in design and functionality is immense. 
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I also show how the Wayback Machine captures websites for historical purposes.  You can compare different 
websites on the morning of September 11, 2001 and see how countries around the world dealt with what was 

happening.  
 

 
 
 
Computer Applications 

In the start of Computer Applications for the semester, students are working in groups online creating a business 
plan.  Using this business plan, we will create a website.  Our first website build will be using Google Sites.  
Here students will get a basic understanding of website layouts, functionality, and creation.  After they harness 
those skills, we’ll create the same website using HTML coding. 
Robotics 
Students have just started the marking period with Robotics.  We started the course by reviewing what we 
believe a robot to be and where we can find robots in everyday use.  We watched the film Wall-E and discussed 
the pros and cons of robots.  Students found that there are needs for certain robots, but overall full automation 
made humans in the film lazy, overweight, and unsocial.  We then reviewed robots such as Perseverance from 
NASA which just recently landed on Mars.  Students learned what it’s purpose was, how it differed from 
previous rovers, and got to watch the launch (from July) and landing (from February) in class.  Students have 
also watched videos from a company called Boston Dynamics that create robots with two legs, four lets, and 
some with no legs but wheels instead.  We discussed how some of the robots could be functional in everyday 
life for people and they did an excellent job with providing some ways the robots could help. 
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Soon we’ll be able to build our robots in the classroom once the school reopens and students will get a hands on 
experience building and programming robots. 
    
Debra Beck 
Accounting   

The students learned how to calculate gross and net pay for different types of wage earners (overtime, commission, piece 
rate).  They learned how to process payroll including taxes and voluntary deductions.  They created spreadsheets to 
computerize the process. 
Financial Literacy  
The students learned about present and future value.  The students learned and practiced setting financial and educational 
goals by using the SMART technique for goal setting and evaluating opportunity costs. They investigated careers by 
taking aptitude tests and exploring a career.  They completed the online Everfi module titled Saving and Financing Higher 
Education. 
Marketing 
The students learned about the field of marketing.  They analyzed commerails for the Super Bowl.  They made fake tweets 
on Twitter using the Super Bowl as an advertising tool.  They learned about the marketing mix and target market ideas.  
The students learned about using marketing planning tools such as the SWOT and PEST analysis.  They used these 
strategies to analyze a business for marketing opportunities. 
Stock Market  
The students learned how companies are formed and how they become a public company that is traded in the stock 
market.  The students learned about stockholders’ rights and responsibilities.  They learned how to make graphs in Google 
Spreadsheet and how to read a stock table using online tools.  The students are using the Stock Market Game, an online 
simulator to invest in the stock market, they completed an initial portfolio. 

Music Department 

Melissa Manolakakis 
Choir 
Choir (7-12) - During February, my students continued using Google Classroom, Seesaw, Tonesavvy and Edpuzzle as our 
platforms for Choir Class. Students continue to be assessed through all platforms on their individual accounts.  Edpuzzle 
added a whole level of accountability and also allowed students to engage in Social Emotional Learning to start off 
Marking Period 3.  They also created their own songs  - Blob Opera and Google Chrome Song Maker.  In addition we 
began learning about Motown Music for Black History Month.  Here are examples of their work: 
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Intro to Drama- We have been working on improvisation and building our confidence in acting exercises on Seesaw.  
Student’s use Edpuzzle, Seesaw and Google Classroom as their platforms.  Seesaw allows students to have their own 
individual virtual folders which are private for only myself and the student.  Every class we participate in an acting lesson 
and activity - such as recording by video, mp3 or writing.  Please see the examples of assignments below.   
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Toni Baumgartner 
Band 

New Semester 

American Popular Music: units in the class focused on the origins of popular music, the European, African, Latin stream 
of influences that helped shape the music of today.  

• Critical listening 
• British Ballad 
• String Band Tradition 
• African American Tradition 
• Latin American Tradition 
• Terms/glossary 
• Song comparisons 
• Assorted You Tube videos 

Senior High School Band Class 
• Notes, rhythms (counting clapping), blending, intonation, tone production   
• Superior Bands: Chromatic scales win different rhythms 
• Review all previous material: Sabre Dance, Black Panther, Tick Tock 
• Songs of Africa - song analysis & individual recorded performances 
• Critical Listening Assignments 

Keyboarding Lab 
• 2 of the 9 students in the class have pianos/keyboards to play on at home 
• This is a problem because we only have 5 big bulky keyboards to lend 
• They will learn the names of the keys on the piano 
• How to differentiate between right and left hand on the grand staff 
• 2 black key groups, 3 black key groups 
• Octaves 
• The Musical alphabet 
• Simple melodies 
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• Installation of Prime Piano on chromebook extensions 
• Critical Listening Assignments 

 

Eileen Layman 
Media Center 

The Wood-Ridge Jr/Sr High School Media Center is an active, participating council member of the BELS School Library 
Consortium. Students have the ability to borrow books from any of the participating school libraries.  
During COVID-19, certain borrowing restrictions are in place. 

CIRCULATION:   
Print:   16 books 
ebooks: 12 books 
Interlibrary loans  - 2 ebooks 
Borrowed - 2 - audio 
             print 
                 

Grade 7 Makerspace Initiative - Mrs. Layman 

A long walk to water    Linda Sue Park 

Students are reading and listening to the novel, A long walk to water.  The story is based on The Lost Boys of Sudan and 
the civil war that occurred in Sudan and the now independent, South Sudan. The story is a dual narrative set in 2008 with 
the female character, Nya and in 1985 with Salva, the male character. Both characters are eleven years old with very harsh 
living conditions and with common threads - family and survival.  

Grade 8 Careers and Exploration - Mrs. Layman 

Grade 8 students have been introduced to the database, Naviance. The database is an overview of careers and the 
preparation that is required for careers. Students have been reflecting on their individual accomplishments and recording 
the information in survey form. Students have taken part in assessments that involve their likes and dislikes, which 
include time spent in and out of school. Naviance will follow the students throughout high school.  

Christopher Sterba 
Grades 9-12 Art and Design 
The students have created a Scratchboard Animal Design this month. After learning about focal point to emphasis they 
used these principles of design to create an image of an animal on scratch board using a photograph as reference. Then 
they began work on a self-portrait in charcoal using the reductive shading technique from a gridded photograph after we 
examined some self-portraits from others artists and studied facial proportions. 

Catherine Bethon 
Art Exploration - Third marking period students have settled into the groove of the art studio.  Students have bi-weekly 
visual journal assignments and we spend studio time working together on more intricate projects.  The first project, I’ve 
broken into much smaller chunks for virtual learning, is about the Element of Art, line.  Using a variation of lines, students 
create artwork called Zentangles.  This marking period student could choose to use an ancient symbol or an emoji.  After 
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they draw the symbol we spend class filling in the area inside and outside with beautiful Zentangle patterns.

 
 

 

 
Painting - Students started the semester off learning the history of paint. Filled with beauty and danger, the use of specific 
pigments were used for hundreds of years before they were banned. Students created their own paint samples from 
materials at home. Then students learned about the wide variety of brushes used for all the different kinds of paints 
previously learned.  Some of the most expensive brushes come from animals and can cost over $300.  Students created 
their own brushes from home materials and demonstrated painting with them. 
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Crafts - The first unit for Crafts is set up to work with metals and jewelry from around the world.  This year with all the 
changes to hands on classes, I have created longer presentations with several video sources from museums and historians. 
We first “visited” India and learned about several kinds of jewelry that are filled with precious gemstones.  Students 
submitted their own sketches of their favorite kind of jewelry from the lesson.  Next we were off to Japan where we 
learned the Japanese culture isn't about showing off glamorous accessories but having more of a utilitarian purpose for 
their dress. From hair pins that clean your ears to man purses called Inro, the Japanese still find ways to show beauty and 
creativity in these objects.  Students are currently finishing their sketches of these objects.  Lastly for this unit we will be 
examining the use of crowns through time from around the world. 

Boys Basketball  
Mr. Albro, congrats again, so excited to have you as our Superintendent.  This month’s report is going to basically be a 
synopsis of our season.  Obviously this is a season like no other and we have done everything we can to get as many 
games played as possible.  Our record is not what we would like (4-9), but I feel we have played much better than our 
record shows.  Here are a few highlights from our year. 

Our four wins have come against two in division schools, Bergen Charter and Wallington.  But I would say our best game 
that we played to date is the first game against St. Mary a few weeks back.  Even though we lost, 57-55, I thought we 
showed what we could have been possible this year.  St. Mary is far and above the best team in our league, and we had a 
shot at the end of game to beat them.   

After we beat Wallington for the second time, I thought we were playing our best ball of the year, ready to play our two 
rivals Becton and Hasbrouck Heights the next two games, but unfortunately they both got shut down due to COVID, and 
we were forced to scramble for opponents.  So we traveled both days, losing at Bogota and Wayne Hills.  We got back on 
track with a win at home vs. Saddle Brook the next game, and dropped a tough one to Elmwood Park just this Wednesday. 

We have a nice mix of players in the program, especially the younger grades.  Our senior class has four students, who we 
will miss, but we have a number of younger kids more than ready to step up and be ready next year.  Our freshmen team 
ended their season with a record of 8-4, while our JV team, all sophomores, finished 12-2.  

Girls Basketball  
The Girls had an unbelievable season and we are on the path to finish strong. We are currently 13-1 and undefeated in 
league play. We won our division. IT is unfortunate that we don’t have a State Tournament this year because we feel we 
are playing great basketball right now, but we are gracious and happy for our success this season. We set a goal for 
ourselves to win 13 games for our former coach which would have been his 500th Win. Coach LOU this season is for 
you! We plan on playing all 15 games which is a huge accomplishment and I am so proud how the girls have been 
responsible all season long! Our biggest wins came down to the wire against our rival Hasbrouck Heights and both times 
we edged out a win with a buzzer beater and nail biter. We also beat a Group 5 school of PCTI. We are a Family and we 
will never forget this season! GO BLUE DEVILS!!!  
Bowling  
This season has been a very successful one so far. The team continues to accomplish individual goals by reaching PR’s as 
well as breaking them. They also continued to be very competitive as a team throughout the season and look to finish on a 
5 - 0 run. I am most proud of their friendship and support of one another. They continue to be positive role models to one 
another and strong representatives of Wood-Ridge High School. 
Winter Track  
Considering the obstacles, not being able to run in the building like we would have, the weather not being good and the 
conditions outside the beginning of this season has gone real well. This team is focused and looking to get better each day. 
They’ve overcome all the obstacles and with each day they improve. We have yet to have a meet due to the weather, being 
all indoor track meets are to be held outdoors this season. But we are looking forward to better weather and being able to 
compete in the next few weeks. We have been able to use our weight room to continue to progress and finally we are able 
to get out on the track.  
During these first few weeks we held our season recognition and thank you for their continued efforts during a halftime of 
a girl’s basketball game. The parents and kids enjoyed the moment and I know it helped to make this season even more 
memorable. We look forward to competing and just seeing how far we’ve come.  
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